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This book, first published in 2000, combines original theoretical analysis with real life case studies to
examine the nature of the standoff. Starting with the standoffs of Wounded Knee, MOVE, Ruby Ridge,
Waco, Freeman of Montana, Tupac Amaru, Republic of Texas, the author explores the archetypal patterns of
human action and cognition that move us into and out of these highly charged situations and seeks to
theorize the contingency of all such moments. As an emergency situation where interaction is both frozen
and continuing, the standoff evokes original ideas about time, space and appropriate or anticipated action and
individuals and organisations often find their standard operating procedures and categories deflected and
transformed. By tracking and analysing such impositions and deflections, this book aims to develop a theory
of the fundamental existential indeterminacy of social life and the possible role that improvisation can play
in navigating this indeterminacy and preventing a violent and destructive conclusion. Co-winner of the 2001
Best Book Award given by the Sociology of Culture Section of the American Sociological Association.
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From reader reviews:

Randy North:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Theorizing the Standoff: Contingency in
Action (Cambridge Cultural Social Studies) book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Jean Proffitt:

This Theorizing the Standoff: Contingency in Action (Cambridge Cultural Social Studies) tend to be reliable
for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Theorizing the Standoff:
Contingency in Action (Cambridge Cultural Social Studies) can be one of the great books you must have is
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock
your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Theorizing the Standoff: Contingency in Action
(Cambridge Cultural Social Studies) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Arturo Lamb:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get wide range of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you
have read is Theorizing the Standoff: Contingency in Action (Cambridge Cultural Social Studies).

Monica Philson:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer might be Theorizing the Standoff: Contingency in Action (Cambridge Cultural
Social Studies) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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