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Materials play a central role in society. Beyond the physical and chemical properties of materials, their
cultural properties have often been overlooked in anthropological studies: finished products have been
perceived as 'social' yet the materials which comprise them are considered 'raw' or natural'. The Social Life of
Materials proposes a new perspective in this interdisciplinary field. Diverting attention from the
consumption of objects, the book looks towards the properties of materials and how these exist through many
transformations in a variety of cultural contexts.

Human societies have always worked with materials. However, the customs and traditions surrounding this
differ according to the place, the time and the material itself. Whether or not the material is man-made,
materials are defined by social intervention. Today, these constitute one of the most exciting areas of global
scientific research and innovation, harboring the potential to act as key vehicles of change in the world. But
this 'materials revolution' has complex social implications. Smart materials are designed to anticipate our
actions and needs, yet we are increasingly unable to apprehend the composite materials which comprise new
products.

Bringing together ethnographic studies of cultures from around the world, this collection explores the
significance of materials by moving beyond questions of what may be created from them. Instead, the text
argues that the materials themselves represent a shifting ground around which relationships, identities and
powers are constantly formed and dissolved in the act of making and remaking.
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From reader reviews:

Mary McHugh:

Within other case, little persons like to read book The Social Life of Materials: Studies in Materials and
Society. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important some sort of book The Social Life of Materials: Studies in Materials and Society. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's examine.

Gwendolyn Harrison:

The book The Social Life of Materials: Studies in Materials and Society gives you the sense of being enjoy
for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through
a book The Social Life of Materials: Studies in Materials and Society being your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like start and read a publication The Social Life of Materials: Studies in
Materials and Society. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Benjamin Williams:

Precisely why? Because this The Social Life of Materials: Studies in Materials and Society is an unordinary
book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret
that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful
way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I
will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Samantha Smith:

The Social Life of Materials: Studies in Materials and Society can be one of your starter books that are good
idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing The Social Life of Materials: Studies in Materials and Society yet doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it.



This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.
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