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Shapely Bodies: The Image of Porcelain in Eighteenth-Century France constructs the first cultural history of
porcelain-making in France. It takes its title from two types of “bodies” treated in this study: the craft of
porcelain, making shaped clods of earth into a clay body to produce high-end commodities, and the French
elite shaping human bodies into social subjects with the help of makeup, stylish patterns, and accessories.
These practices crossed paths in the work of artisans, whose luxury objects reflected and also influenced the
curves of fashion in the eighteenth century.

French artisans began trials to reproduce fine Chinese porcelain in the 1660s. The challenge proved
impossible until they found an essential ingredient, kaolin, in French soil in the 1760s. Shapely Bodies differs
from other studies of French porcelain in that it does not begin in the 1760s at the Sèvres manufactory when
it became technically possible to produce fine porcelain in France, but instead ends there. Without the secret
of Chinese porcelain, artisans in France turned to radical forms of experimentation. Over the first half of the
eighteenth century, they invented artificial alternatives to Chinese porcelain, decorated them with French
style, and, with equal determination, shaped an identity for their new trade that distanced it from traditional
guild-crafts and aligned it with scientific invention. The backstory of porcelain making before kaolin
provides a fascinating glimpse into the world of artisanal innovation and cultural mythmaking.

To write artificial porcelain into a history of “real” porcelain dominated by China, Japan, and Meissen in
Saxony, French porcelainiers learned to describe their new commodity in language that tapped into national
pride and the mythic power of French savoir faire. Artificial porcelain cut such a fashionable image that by
the mid-eighteenth century, Louis XV appropriated it for the glory of the crown. When the monarchy ended,
revolutionaries reclaimed French porcelain, the fruit of a century of artisanal labor, for the Republic.
Tracking how the porcelain arts were depicted in documents and visual arts during one hundred years of
experimentation, Shapely Bodies reveals the politics behind the making of French porcelain’s image.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Knight:

Here thing why that Shapely Bodies: The Image of Porcelain in Eighteenth-Century France (Studies in
Seventeenth- and Eighteenth- Century Art and Culture) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. Shapely Bodies: The Image of Porcelain in Eighteenth-Century France (Studies
in Seventeenth- and Eighteenth- Century Art and Culture) giving you information deeper and different ways,
you can find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Shapely Bodies: The Image of
Porcelain in Eighteenth-Century France (Studies in Seventeenth- and Eighteenth- Century Art and Culture).
It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that happened in the
world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or
even in your technique home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe
the form of Shapely Bodies: The Image of Porcelain in Eighteenth-Century France (Studies in Seventeenth-
and Eighteenth- Century Art and Culture) in e-book can be your option.

Edward Johnson:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Shapely Bodies: The Image of Porcelain in Eighteenth-Century France (Studies
in Seventeenth- and Eighteenth- Century Art and Culture) book is readable by means of you who hate the
perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer associated with Shapely Bodies:
The Image of Porcelain in Eighteenth-Century France (Studies in Seventeenth- and Eighteenth- Century Art
and Culture) content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking Shapely Bodies:
The Image of Porcelain in Eighteenth-Century France (Studies in Seventeenth- and Eighteenth- Century Art
and Culture) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Rhonda Silva:

The reserve with title Shapely Bodies: The Image of Porcelain in Eighteenth-Century France (Studies in
Seventeenth- and Eighteenth- Century Art and Culture) includes a lot of information that you can find out it.
You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the syndication.
You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

James Yancey:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book



like comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Shapely Bodies: The Image of
Porcelain in Eighteenth-Century France (Studies in Seventeenth- and Eighteenth- Century Art and Culture)
that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the
world can be said as the method for people to know world much better then how they react in the direction of
the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is
possible to pick Shapely Bodies: The Image of Porcelain in Eighteenth-Century France (Studies in
Seventeenth- and Eighteenth- Century Art and Culture) become your own starter.
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