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Although the commission government movement is often treated by historians as an element of the reform
surge of the Progressive Era, this is the first full-scale study of the origins, spread, and decline of the
commission idea.
Commission government originated in Galveston, Texas, where business leaders conceived the plan as a
temporary measure to speed recovery from the great hurricane of 1900. Other cities in Texas and across the
nation soon followed; by 1920, about 500 municipalities had adopted the plan in which elected
representatives serve as heads of city departments and, collectively, as a policy-making body.
Beginning with Galveston and Houston and Des Moines, Iowa, Bradley Robert Rice presents detailed case
studies of the earliest commission cities and shows how the plan was developed and modified to suit each
community’s needs. He goes on to chronicle the adoption of the commission plan by other cities across the
country that strove for “businesslike efficiency” as a reaction against corruption and machine politics in
urban government. Most commission charters included a wide-ranging package of municipal reforms, such
as the short ballot, at-large representation, nonpartisanship, civil service, and direct legislation. Yet Rice
shows that the commission plan generally offered little in the way of social reform to accompany its
reorganization of municipal government.
Applying a model of innovation diffusion, the author analyzes how and why the new form of city
government spread across Progressive Era America. He also thoroughly explores the relationship between
the commission plan and other Progressive Era reforms and reports on the reasons for its decline from both a
social and a practical perspective.
Progressive Cities is described by Professor Bruce M. Stave, editor of the Journal of Urban History, as “a
sound piece of work which should make a useful and worthwhile contribution to the existing scholarship on
urban reform and should appeal to an audience which cuts across disciplines: history, political science, urban
studies and urban planning.”
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From reader reviews:

Charles Dame:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you that Progressive Cities: The Commission
Government Movement in America, 1901-1920 book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because
this book is usually more than just a book.

Walter Crouse:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Progressive Cities: The Commission Government
Movement in America, 1901-1920 as the daily resource information.

Sunday Richey:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Progressive Cities: The Commission Government Movement in America, 1901-1920 will give you
new experience in studying a book.

James Mace:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that question was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Different
categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Progressive Cities: The
Commission Government Movement in America, 1901-1920.
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