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In Jewish Questions, Matt Goldish introduces English readers to the history and culture of the Sephardic
dispersion through an exploration of forty-three responsa--questions about Jewish law that Jews asked
leading rabbis, and the rabbis' responses. The questions along with their rabbinical decisions examine all
aspects of Jewish life, including business, family, religious issues, and relations between Jews and non-Jews.
Taken together, the responsa constitute an extremely rich source of information about the everyday lives of
Sephardic Jews.

The book looks at questions asked between 1492--when the Jews were expelled from Spain--and 1750.
Originating from all over the Sephardic world, the responsa discuss such diverse topics as the rules of
conduct for Ottoman Jewish sea traders, the trials of an ex-husband accused of a robbery, and the rights of a
sexually abused wife. Goldish provides a sizeable introduction to the history of the Sephardic diaspora and
the nature of responsa literature, as well as a bibliography, historical background for each question, and short
biographies of the rabbis involved. Including cases from well-known communities such as Venice, Istanbul,
and Saloniki, and lesser-known Jewish enclaves such as Kastoria, Ragusa, and Nablus, Jewish Questions
provides a sense of how Sephardic communities were organized, how Jews related to their neighbors, what
problems threatened them and their families, and how they understood their relationship to God and the
Jewish people.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Lee:

The book Jewish Questions: Responsa on Sephardic Life in the Early Modern Period give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
reading a book Jewish Questions: Responsa on Sephardic Life in the Early Modern Period to become your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a reserve Jewish Questions:
Responsa on Sephardic Life in the Early Modern Period. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Robin Harvey:

The book Jewish Questions: Responsa on Sephardic Life in the Early Modern Period can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a
book Jewish Questions: Responsa on Sephardic Life in the Early Modern Period? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for
each other; you can share all of these. Book Jewish Questions: Responsa on Sephardic Life in the Early
Modern Period has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
search the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Clifford Harris:

The e-book with title Jewish Questions: Responsa on Sephardic Life in the Early Modern Period posesses a
lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book
exist new information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in
new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

William Sanchez:

This Jewish Questions: Responsa on Sephardic Life in the Early Modern Period is great guide for you
because the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we
can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Jewish Questions: Responsa on Sephardic Life in the Early Modern Period in your hand
like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that



offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading
book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?
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