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A lesbian couple rears a child together and, after the biological mother dies, the surviving partner loses
custody to the child's estranged biological father. Four days later, in a different court, judges rule on the side
of the partner, because they feel the child relied on the woman as a “psychological parent.” What accounts
for this inconsistency regarding gay and lesbian adoption and custody cases, and why has family law failed
to address them in a comprehensive manner?

In Courting Change, Kimberly D. Richman zeros in on the nebulous realm of family law, one of the most
indeterminate and discretionary areas of American law. She focuses on judicial decisions—both the
outcomes and the rationales—and what they say about family, rights, sexual orientation, and who qualifies as
a parent. Richman challenges prevailing notions that gay and lesbian parents and families are hurt by laws'
indeterminacy, arguing that, because family law is so loosely defined, it allows for the flexibility needed to
respond to — and even facilitate — changes in how we conceive of family, parenting, and the role of sexual
orientation in family law.

Drawing on every recorded judicial decision in gay and lesbian adoption and custody cases over the last fifty
years, and on interviews with parents, lawyers, and judges, Richman demonstrates how parental and sexual
identities are formed and interpreted in law, and how gay and lesbian parents can harness indeterminacy to
transform family law.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Parker:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of a number
of ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually
more imaginative. When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this Courting Change, it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about
yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Larry Hunter:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get great deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have
read is definitely Courting Change.

Francine Nott:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the top
record in your reading list is Courting Change. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can
get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get
many advantages.

Bruce Davis:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but also novel and Courting Change or even others sources were given
knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to
bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Courting Change to
make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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