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The gripping story of Queen Elizabeth’s bold alliance with the Ottoman sultan by The New York Times
bestselling author of A History of the World in Twelve Maps

Published in the UK as This Orient Isle

When Queen Elizabeth was excommunicated by the pope in 1570, she found herself in an awkward
predicament. England had always depended on trade. Now its key markets would be closed to her Protestant
merchants. To complicate matters the staunchly Catholic king of Spain was determined to destroy her,
bolstered by the gold pouring in from the New World.

In a bold decision with far-reaching consequences, Elizabeth set her sights on the East. She sent an emissary
to the shah of Iran (by way of Ivan the Terrible in Moscow), wooed the king of Morocco, trading gunpowder
for sugar, and entered into an unprecedented alliance with the powerful Ottoman Sultan Murad III.

This marked the beginning of an extraordinary alignment with Muslim powers and of economic and political
exchanges with the Islamic world of a depth not again experienced until the modern age. By the late 1580s,
thousands of Elizabethan merchants, diplomats, sailors, and privateers were plying their trade from Morocco
to Persia. To finance these expeditions, English merchants created the first ever joint stock company, a
model they turned to again for the colonization of America.

Londoners were gripped with a passion for the Orient. Elizabeth became hooked on sugar and new words,
like candy, turquoise, and tulip, entered the English language. A revolution in theater ensued: Marlowe
offered up Tamburlaine and Shakespeare wrote Othello six months after the first Moroccan ambassador
electrified London with his visit. In this groundbreaking book Jerry Brotton reveals that Elizabethan
England’s relationship with the Muslim world was far more amicable—and far more extensive—than we
have ever appreciated as he tells the riveting story of the businessmen and adventurers who first went east to
make their fortunes.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Ouellette:

This The Sultan and the Queen: The Untold Story of Elizabeth and Islam are generally reliable for you who
want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Sultan and the Queen: The Untold
Story of Elizabeth and Islam can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than
just simple studying food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge.
This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and
printed versions. Beside that this The Sultan and the Queen: The Untold Story of Elizabeth and Islam forcing
you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking
that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

David Briggs:

The reserve untitled The Sultan and the Queen: The Untold Story of Elizabeth and Islam is the book that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did
a lot of research when write the book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You
also can get the e-book of The Sultan and the Queen: The Untold Story of Elizabeth and Islam from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Barbara Palmer:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the publication untitled The Sultan and the Queen: The Untold Story of Elizabeth and Islam
can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Virgie Haynes:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of
book The Sultan and the Queen: The Untold Story of Elizabeth and Islam. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is
most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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