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Located near the southern edge of the Pennsylvania anthracite, the town of St. Clair in the early half of the
19th century seemed to be perfectly situated to provide fuel to the iron and steel industry that was the heart
of the Industrial Revolution in America. It was a time of unprecedented promise and possibility for the
region, and yet, in the years between 1830 and 1880, only grandiose illusions flourished there. St. Clair itself
succumbed early on to a devastating economic blight, one that would in time affect anthracite mining
everywhere.
 
In this dramatic work of social history, Anthony F. C. Wallace re-creates St. Clair in those years when
expectations collided with reality, when the coal trade was in chronic distress, exacerbated by the epic battles
between the forces of labor and capital. As he did in his Bancroft Prize-winning Rockdale, Wallace uses
public records and private papers to reconstruct the operation of an anthracite colliery and the life of a
working-man’s town totally dependent upon it. He describes the labor hierarchy of the collieries, the
communal spirit that sprang up in the outlying mine patches, the polyglot immigrant life in the taverns and
churchs, and the workingmen’s societies that provided identity to the miners and gave relief to families in
distress. He examines the birth of the first effective miners’ union and documents the escalating antagonism
between Irish immigrant workers—mostly Catholic—and the Protestant middle classes who owned the
collieries.
 
Wallace reveals the blindness, greed, and self-congratulation of the mine owners and operators. These
“heroes” of the entrepreneurial wars disregarded geologists’ warnings that the coal seams south of St. Clair
were virtually inaccessible and, at best, extremely costly to mine, and then blamed their economic woes on
the lack of a high tariff on imported British iron. To cut costs, they ignored the most basic and safety
engineering practices and then blamed “the careless miner” and “Irish hooligans” for the catastrophic
accidents that resulted. In thrall to a great dream of wealth and power, they plunged ahead to bankruptcy
while the miners paid with their lives.
 
St. Clair is a rich and illuminating work of scholarship—an engrossing portrait of a disaster-prone industry (a
portrait that stands as a sober warning to the nuclear-power industry) and of the tragic hubris of a ruling class
that brough ruin upon a Pennsylvania coal town at a crucial moment in its history. 
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From reader reviews:

Forest Nelson:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it
is known to us that book is very important normally. The book St. Clair ended up being making you to know
about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The
publication St. Clair is not only giving you far more new information but also for being your friend when
you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship with the book St. Clair. You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Lisa Bentley:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This St. Clair book is readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find
the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving St. Clair content conveys thinking easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by
means of it. So , do you still thinking St. Clair is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Kimberley Bailey:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your
mind talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find publication that
need more time to be examine. St. Clair can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those
short time problems.

Minerva Garrison:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book St. Clair was colorful and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book St. Clair has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all
of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book
for you personally and try to like reading that will.
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