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On July 31, 1869, twenty-two members of the holiness movement of the Methodist church gathered to pray
on a beach on the New Jersey shore. Before long, Ocean Grove was established as "God's Square Mile, " the
first permanent camp meeting dedicated to the pursuit of both holiness and recreational activities. In this
richly illustrated account, Troy Messenger looks at the numerous informal amusements of summer life at
Ocean Grove and provides a glimpse into a fascinating moment in the development of both nineteenth-
century religion and an American leisure culture.

Like other seaside resorts of the time such as Atlantic City and Coney Island, Ocean Grove boasted a festival
atmosphere and offered such diversions as baby parades, oriental bazaars, pageants, beach games, ushers'
marches, and drills by the Young Rough Riders. While guests were forbidden to drink, smoke, play cards, or
drive their cars on Sunday, they were encouraged to enjoy other pursuits that would have scandalized pious
Methodists of an earlier era, such as relaxing on the beach, taking the summer off, attending popular
amusements, and staging comic gender satire with cross-dressed men. At Ocean Grove, however, even
seemingly frivolous activities had a higher purpose: every aspect of daily life was focused on the attainment
of perfection and all were performances of "holy leisure."

The genius of Ocean Grove, Messenger argues, was in extending holiness from the parlor meeting to the
beach. Here, conservative evangelicals discovered a moral imperative to enjoy rest and recreation. By
praying and playing together, the people of Ocean Grove acquired a unique understanding of self and
community, one that illuminates theliberal social-reform movements of the nineteenth-century religious
middle class and the early leisure industry.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Huffman:

This Holy Leisure: Recreation & Religion in God's Square Mile are reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Holy Leisure: Recreation & Religion in God's
Square Mile can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
reading through food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge.
This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and
printed types. Beside that this Holy Leisure: Recreation & Religion in God's Square Mile giving you an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Megan Lapointe:

This book untitled Holy Leisure: Recreation & Religion in God's Square Mile to be one of several books that
best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will
easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Ralph Pettie:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this Holy
Leisure: Recreation & Religion in God's Square Mile.

Michael Sherman:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose
the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of
book Holy Leisure: Recreation & Religion in God's Square Mile. You can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is
most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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