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The Protean Virgil argues that when we try to understand how and why different readers have responded
differently to the same text over time, we should take into account the physical form in which they read the
text as well as the text itself. Using Virgil's poetry as a case study in book history, the volume shows that a
succession of material forms - manuscript, printed book, illustrated edition, and computer file - undermines
the drive toward textual and
interpretive stability. This stability is the traditional goal of classical scholarship, which seeks to recover
what Virgil wrote and how he intended it to be understood.

The manuscript form served to embed Virgil's poetry into Christian culture, which attempted to anchor the
content into a compatible theological truth. Readers of early printed material proceeded differently, breaking
Virgil's text into memorable moral and stylistic fragments, and collecting those fragments into commonplace
books. Furthermore, early illustrated editions present a progression of re-envisionings in which Virgil's
poetry was situated within a succession of receiving cultures. In
each case, however, the material form helped to generate a method of reading Virgil which worked with this
form but which failed to survive the transition to a new union of the textual and the physical. This form-
induced instability reaches its climax with computerization, which allows the reader new
power to edit the text and to challenge the traditional association of Virgil's poetry with elite culture.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Silva:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read one using theme
for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the The Protean Virgil: Material Form and the
Reception of the Classics (Classical Presences) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Anthony Collins:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look
for book, may be the book untitled The Protean Virgil: Material Form and the Reception of the Classics
(Classical Presences) can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Paul Douglas:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And
also you know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are
these claims The Protean Virgil: Material Form and the Reception of the Classics (Classical Presences).

Wayne Joseph:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just in search of the The Protean Virgil: Material Form and the Reception of the Classics (Classical
Presences) when you needed it?
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