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`A lucid and fascinating account of how society initially comes to be viewed as 'civilized' on the basis of
how it punishes its offenders, and the various numances and contradictions that form the backdrop to that
'civilization' prior to 1970 and the unraveling of that process thereafter. ...He [Pratt] has at the very least
broadened the boundaries of the debate about the history of imprisonment in new and novel ways that will
surely become a basis for future analysis' - The Howard Journal of Criminal Justice

'In presenting and organizing such a wealth of historical material, John Pratt's book will be welcomed by
those who teach and study the history of the prison in the English-speaking world' - Criminal Justice

Punishment and Civilization examines how a framework of punishment that suited the values and standards
of the civilized world came to be set in place from around 1800 to the late 20th century. In this book, John
Pratt draws on research about prison architecture, clothing, diet, hygienic arrangements and changes in penal
language to establish this.

The author demonstrates that this did not mean, however, that such a framework of punishment was
'civilized'. Instead it meant that punishment in the civilized world became anonymous and remote. Prison
brutalities and privations could be largely unchecked by a public that did not want to be involved. In the last
few decades it has become clear that civilized societies have to tolerate new boundaries of punishment. This
is not because of any development of 'civilized punishment'. Instead this is due to a shift in public mood and
power: from public indifference to public involvement in penal development.

Throughout this text theoretical ideas and concepts are accessibly introduced and illustrated with a wide
range of examples from the UK, USA, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. It will be essential reading for
students and academics of punishment, prisons and social theory.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Morgan:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Punishment and Civilization: Penal Tolerance and
Intolerance in Modern Society. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that
we know about how is important some sort of book Punishment and Civilization: Penal Tolerance and
Intolerance in Modern Society. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a
book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign
or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era,
we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you
feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Ella McCoy:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Punishment and
Civilization: Penal Tolerance and Intolerance in Modern Society. All type of book could you see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Edna Davis:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Punishment and Civilization: Penal
Tolerance and Intolerance in Modern Society is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-
book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Richard Mendoza:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Punishment and Civilization: Penal Tolerance and
Intolerance in Modern Society to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start
a book and learn it. Beside that the publication Punishment and Civilization: Penal Tolerance and Intolerance
in Modern Society can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the information must
you're doing of this time.
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