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The fertile land of the five rivers (punj+ab in Persian) has persistently stirred the imagination of its peoples.
Its story is the story of invasion. In 326 ??e Alexander the Great marched through the Hindu Kush,
conquered the verdant plains now divided between India and Pakistan, and stamped Greek cultural and
linguistic influence on the region. Over the centuries the lure of the Punjab attracted further waves of
outsiders: Scythians, Sassanians, Huns, Afghans, Turks, Mughals and - closer to our own times - the British.
Many pitiless battles were fought. But at the same time, as different ethnic and religious groups came
together and melded, the collective psyche of the Punjab was coloured by vibrant new patterns, new
worldviews and new languages. Punjabi poetry is the dynamic result of these cross-cultural encounters. In
her rich and diverse anthology, Nikky-Guninder Kaur Singh makes a major contribution to interfaith
dialogue and comparative literary studies. Covering the entire spectrum of writers, from the artistic patterns
of the first Punjabi poet (Sheikh Farid, 1175-1265) to feminist author Amrita Pritam (1919-2005), the
volume serves as an ideal introduction to the three faiths of Sikhism, Islam and Hinduism. Whether focusing
on Sikh gurus, Sufi saints, or Hindu holy men, it boldly illuminates the area’s unique character, linguistic
rhythms and celebrations, and will have strong appeal to undergraduate students of religion, literature and
South Asian studies, as well as general readers.
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Batiste:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you that Of Sacred and Secular Desire: An
Anthology of Lyrical Writings from the Punjab book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Becky Pope:

The knowledge that you get from Of Sacred and Secular Desire: An Anthology of Lyrical Writings from the
Punjab could be the more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Of Sacred and Secular
Desire: An Anthology of Lyrical Writings from the Punjab giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having this particular Of Sacred and Secular Desire: An Anthology of
Lyrical Writings from the Punjab instantly.

Octavio Martin:

The particular book Of Sacred and Secular Desire: An Anthology of Lyrical Writings from the Punjab has a
lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by
the very famous author. This articles author makes some research just before write this book. This particular
book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Sandra Lester:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Of Sacred and Secular Desire: An
Anthology of Lyrical Writings from the Punjab is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in
the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy
often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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