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In Last Looks, Last Books, the eminent critic Helen Vendler examines the ways in which five great modern
American poets, writing their final books, try to find a style that does justice to life and death alike. With
traditional religious consolations no longer available to them, these poets must invent new ways to express
the crisis of death, as well as the paradoxical coexistence of a declining body and an undiminished
consciousness. In The Rock, Wallace Stevens writes simultaneous narratives of winter and spring; in Ariel,
Sylvia Plath sustains melodrama in cool formality; and in Day by Day, Robert Lowell subtracts from
plenitude. In Geography III, Elizabeth Bishop is both caught and freed, while James Merrill, in A Scattering
of Salts, creates a series of self-portraits as he dies, representing himself by such things as a Christmas tree,
human tissue on a laboratory slide, and the evening/morning star. The solution for one poet will not serve for
another; each must invent a bridge from an old style to a new one. Casting a last look at life as they
contemplate death, these modern writers enrich the resources of lyric poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Magnuson:

The event that you get from Last Looks, Last Books: Stevens, Plath, Lowell, Bishop, Merrill (The A. W.
Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) is a more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more
you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Last Looks, Last
Books: Stevens, Plath, Lowell, Bishop, Merrill (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood by anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific
book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific Last Looks, Last
Books: Stevens, Plath, Lowell, Bishop, Merrill (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) instantly.

Kathleen Owen:

This Last Looks, Last Books: Stevens, Plath, Lowell, Bishop, Merrill (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the
Fine Arts) is great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who have
always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts
accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that
hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences
but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Last Looks, Last Books: Stevens,
Plath, Lowell, Bishop, Merrill (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) in your hand like having the
world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading
book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Monica Philson:

Beside that Last Looks, Last Books: Stevens, Plath, Lowell, Bishop, Merrill (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in
the Fine Arts) in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The
information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel
like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Last Looks, Last Books: Stevens, Plath,
Lowell, Bishop, Merrill (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on,
that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar
to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it
from now!

Barbera Champ:

This Last Looks, Last Books: Stevens, Plath, Lowell, Bishop, Merrill (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the



Fine Arts) is brand-new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information given it relief your
hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit
of digest in reading this Last Looks, Last Books: Stevens, Plath, Lowell, Bishop, Merrill (The A. W. Mellon
Lectures in the Fine Arts) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this
particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even
dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better
life along with knowledge.
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