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Icons of Power investigates why the image of the cat has been such a potent symbol in the art, religion and
mythology of indigenous American cultures for three thousand years.
The jaguar and the puma epitomize ideas of sacrifice, cannibalism, war, and status in a startling array of
graphic and enduring images. Natural and supernatural felines inhabit a shape-shifting world of sorcery and
spiritual power, revealing the shamanic nature of Amerindian world views. This pioneering collection offers
a unique pan-American assessment of the feline icon through the diversity of cultural interpretations, but also
striking parallels in its associations with hunters, warriors, kingship, fertility, and the sacred nature of
political power. Evidence is drawn from the pre-Columbian Aztec and Maya of Mexico, Peruvian, and
Panamanian civilizations, through recent pueblo and Iroquois cultures of North America, to current
Amazonian and Andean societies.
This well-illustrated volume is essential reading for all who are interested in the symbolic construction of
animal icons, their variable meanings, and their place in a natural world conceived through the lens of
culture. The cross-disciplinary approach embraces archaeology, anthropology, and art history.
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From reader reviews:

Marcy Madison:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you actually is you
don't know which one you should start with. This Icons of Power: Feline Symbolism in the Americas is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this
era.

Athena Thornton:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Icons of Power: Feline Symbolism in the Americas book is readable simply by you who
hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving Icons of
Power: Feline Symbolism in the Americas content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different by means of it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking Icons of Power: Feline Symbolism in the Americas is not loveable to be your top
record reading book?

Fernando Minaya:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you
know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Icons of Power: Feline
Symbolism in the Americas.

John Pierre:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. On this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for the
Icons of Power: Feline Symbolism in the Americas when you essential it?
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