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Jacob F. Rivers III has collected twenty-two classic hunting tales by twelve southern writers including Davey
Crocket, Johnson J. Hooper, and Henry Clay Lewis. These stories spring not only from a genteel literary
tradition but also from the tradition of the tall tale or stories of backwoods humor. Antebellum and
post–Civil War tales reflect changes in the social and economic composition of the hunting class in the
South. Some reveal themes of fear for the future of field sports, and others demonstrate an early conservation
ethic among hunters and landowners.

Early Southern Sports and Sportsmen brings to new readers a wealth of hunting and fishing lore heretofore
hard to find by any but scholars in the field of southern literature. Rivers has gathered a host of well-read and
well-heeled sportsmen who relish each and every detail of their encounters with their environment. Sports
authors come from every spectrum of southern society, but their common vocabulary and shared enthusiasm
bond them together.

Rivers corrects unfortunate stereotypes of hunters as indifferent to aspects of nature other than environmental
exploitation. Whether humorists or serious advocates, these authors reveal their sense of their place in the
wild, and many advocate ecological good citizenship that disdains wanton slaughter and unethical practices.
They condemn such acts as beneath the dignity and honor of true sportsmen.

The collection includes accounts of hunting many types of game indigenous to the South from 1830 to 1910,
from aristocratic foxhunts to yeoman deer drives. The structure is largely chronological, beginning with John
James Audubon’s essay on the American wild turkey from his Ornithological Biography (1832) and ending
with stories from Alexander Hunter’s The Huntsman in the South (1908). Whatever their era, the chief
characteristics of these sporting accounts are the excitement the authors experience upon suddenly
encountering game, the rigors and hardships they endure in its pursuit, their keen powers of observation of
the woods and waters through which they travel, and the comedy often found in the strong friendships that
frequently mark their adventures. But above all the tales resonate with a reverence for field sports as the
means through which humans establish meaningful and lasting relationships with the mysteries and the
magic of nature.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Powers:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Early Southern Sports and Sportsmen,
1830-1910: A Literary Anthology that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better
then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for
the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you can pick Early Southern Sports and Sportsmen, 1830-1910: A Literary
Anthology become your own personal starter.

Keith Dunn:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be read. Early Southern Sports and Sportsmen, 1830-1910: A Literary Anthology can be your
answer since it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

John Almanzar:

You will get this Early Southern Sports and Sportsmen, 1830-1910: A Literary Anthology by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book
by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Frank Foushee:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Early Southern Sports and Sportsmen, 1830-1910: A
Literary Anthology was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Early
Southern Sports and Sportsmen, 1830-1910: A Literary Anthology has many kinds or type. Start from kids
until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are
the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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