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If humans are purely physical, and if it is the brain that does the work formerly assigned to the mind or soul,
then how can it fail to be the case that all of our thoughts and actions are determined by the laws of
neurobiology? If this is the case, then free will, moral responsibility, and, indeed, reason itself would appear
to be in jeopardy. Nancey Murphy and Warren S. Brown here defend a non-reductive version of physicalism
whereby humans are (sometimes) the authors of their own thoughts and actions.

Did My Neurons Make Me Do It? brings together insights from both philosophy and the cognitive
neurosciences to defeat neurobiological reductionism. One resource is a "post-Cartesian" account of mind as
essentially embodied and constituted by action-feedback-evaluation-action loops in the environment, and
"scaffolded" by cultural resources. Another is a non-mysterious account of downward (mental) causation
explained in terms of a complex, higher-order system exercising constraints on lower-level causal processes.
These resources are intrinsically related: the embeddedness of brain events in action-feedback loops is the
key to their mentality, and those broader systems have causal effects on the brain itself.

With these resources Murphy and Brown take on two problems in philosophy of mind: a response to the
charges that physicalists cannot account for the meaningfulness of language nor the causal efficacy of the
mental qua mental. Solutions to these problems are a prerequisite to addressing the central problem of the
book: how can biological organisms be free and morally responsible? The authors argue that the free-will
problem is badly framed if it is put in terms of neurobiological determinism; the real issue is neurobiological
reductionism. If it is indeed possible to make sense of the notion of downward causation, then the relevant
question is whether humans exert downward causation over some of their own parts and processes. If all
organisms do this to some extent, what needs to be added to this animalian flexibility to constitute free and
responsible action? The keys are sophisticated language and hierarchically ordered cognitive processes
allowing (mature) humans to evaluate their own actions, motives, goals, and rational and moral principles.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Burritt:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book
allowed Did My Neurons Make Me Do It?: Philosophical and Neurobiological Perspectives on Moral
Responsibility and Free Will? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
different opinion?

Freddy Lamberth:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled Did
My Neurons Make Me Do It?: Philosophical and Neurobiological Perspectives on Moral Responsibility and
Free Will your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe
unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication then
become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get before. The Did My
Neurons Make Me Do It?: Philosophical and Neurobiological Perspectives on Moral Responsibility and Free
Will giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful facts
for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is
going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Lorretta Cox:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Did My Neurons Make Me Do It?:
Philosophical and Neurobiological Perspectives on Moral Responsibility and Free Will book written by
well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate
your own hunger then you still doubt Did My Neurons Make Me Do It?: Philosophical and Neurobiological
Perspectives on Moral Responsibility and Free Will as good book but not only by the cover but also by
content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing one more
sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.

Timothy Lumpkin:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Did My Neurons Make Me Do It?:



Philosophical and Neurobiological Perspectives on Moral Responsibility and Free Will can be the respond
to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in
this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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