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This book is about the ambition, in a set of paradigmatic writers of the twentieth century, to simultaneously
enlist and break the spell of the real -- their fascination with the spectacle of violence and suffering -- and the
difficulties involved in capturing this kind of excess by aesthetic means.The works at the center of this study
-- by Franz Kafka, Georges Bataille, Claude Simon, Peter Weiss, and Heiner Müller -- zero in on scenes of
agony, destruction, and death with an astonishing degree of precision and detail. The strange and troubling
nature of the appeal engendered by these sights is the subject of The Pathos of the Real. Robert Buch shows
that the spectacles of suffering conjured up in these texts are deeply ambivalent, available neither to cathartic
relief nor to the sentiment of compassion. What prevails instead is a peculiar coincidence of opposites:
exaltation and resignation; disfiguration and transfiguration; agitation and paralysis.Featuring the
experiences of violent excess in strongly visual and often in expressly pictorial terms, the works expose the
nexus between violence and the image in twentieth-century aesthetics. Buch explores this tension between
visual and verbal representation by drawing on the rhetorical notion of pathos as both insurmountable
suffering and codified affect and the psychoanalytic notion of the real, that is, the disruption of the symbolic
order.In dialogue with a diverse group of thinkers, from Erich Auerbach and Aby Warburg to Alain Badiou
and Jacques Lacan, The Pathos of the Real advances an innovative new framework for rethinking the
aesthetics of violence in the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Bryson:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called The Pathos of the Real
(Rethinking Theory)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time
using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different
opinion?

Robert Shelby:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is definitely The Pathos of the Real (Rethinking Theory).

Dwight Bailey:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and
also soon. The The Pathos of the Real (Rethinking Theory) will give you new experience in looking at a
book.

Yvonne Tetrault:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they get
a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book The Pathos of the Real (Rethinking Theory) to
make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about
book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and read it. Beside
that the e-book The Pathos of the Real (Rethinking Theory) can to be your friend when you're truly feel
alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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