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What is a rule, if it appears to become confused with life? And what is a human life, if, in every one of its
gestures, of its words, and of its silences, it cannot be distinguished from the rule?

It is to these questions that Agamben's new book turns by means of an impassioned reading of the fascinating
and massive phenomenon of Western monasticism from Pachomius to St. Francis. The book reconstructs in
detail the life of the monks with their obsessive attention to temporal articulation and to the Rule, to ascetic
techniques and to liturgy. But Agamben's thesis is that the true novelty of monasticism lies not in the
confusion between life and norm, but in the discovery of a new dimension, in which "life" as such, perhaps
for the first time, is affirmed in its autonomy, and in which the claim of the "highest poverty" and "use"
challenges the law in ways that we must still grapple with today.

How can we think a form-of-life, that is, a human life released from the grip of law, and a use of bodies and
of the world that never becomes an appropriation? How can we think life as something not subject to
ownership but only for common use?
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From reader reviews:

Kristin Todd:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book The Highest Poverty: Monastic Rules and Form-
of-Life (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given
that we know about how is important the book The Highest Poverty: Monastic Rules and Form-of-Life
(Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics). You can add information and of course you can around the world by the
book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign
or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we
are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you
feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Robert Stratton:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill
in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this The Highest
Poverty: Monastic Rules and Form-of-Life (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics).

Laura Ide:

Beside that The Highest Poverty: Monastic Rules and Form-of-Life (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) in your
phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Highest Poverty: Monastic Rules and Form-of-Life
(Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do
you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to
happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from right
now!

Scott Reisinger:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Highest Poverty: Monastic Rules and
Form-of-Life (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
so out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So
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