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In Intimate Reconstructions, Catherine Jones considers how children shaped, and were shaped by, Virginia’s
Reconstruction. Jones argues that questions of how to define, treat, reform, or protect children were never far
from the surface of public debate and private concern in post–Civil War Virginia. Through careful
examination of governmental, institutional, and private records, the author traces the unpredictable paths
black and white children traveled through this tumultuous period. Putting children at the center of the
narrative reveals the unevenness of the transitions that defined Virginia in the wake of the Civil War: from
slavery to freedom, from war to peace, and from secession to a restored but fractured union. While some
children emerged from the war under the protection of families, others navigated treacherous circumstances
on their own. The reconfiguration of postwar households, and disputes over children’s roles within them,
fueled broader debates over public obligations to protect all children.

The reorganization of domestic life was a critical proving ground for Reconstruction. Freedpeople’s efforts
to recover children strained against white Virginians’ efforts to retain privileges formerly undergirded by
slavery. At the same time, orphaned children, particularly those who populated the streets of Virginia’s
cities, prompted contentious debate over who had responsibility for their care, as well as rights to their labor.

By revisiting conflicts over the practices of orphan asylums, apprenticeship, and adoption, Intimate
Reconstructions demonstrates that race continued to shape children’s postwar lives in decisive ways. In
private and public, children were at the heart of Virginians’ struggles over the meanings of emancipation and
Confederate defeat.
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From reader reviews:

Cameron Trammell:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Intimate Reconstructions: Children in Postemancipation Virginia (A Nation
Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era). Try to the actual book Intimate Reconstructions: Children in
Postemancipation Virginia (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) as your close friend. It means
that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can
know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Clara Demoss:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Intimate
Reconstructions: Children in Postemancipation Virginia (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era)
which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Raymond Littlefield:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This particular Intimate Reconstructions: Children in Postemancipation
Virginia (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) can give you a lot of friends because by you
investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting
person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that
possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So ,
why hesitate? Let's have Intimate Reconstructions: Children in Postemancipation Virginia (A Nation
Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era).

Belen Riedel:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Intimate Reconstructions: Children in
Postemancipation Virginia (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) was multi-colored and of course
has pictures on the website. As we know that book Intimate Reconstructions: Children in Postemancipation
Virginia (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there.
So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to
choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.
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