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A villagein Sierra Leone. A refugee trail over the Pyreneesin French Catalonia. A historic copper minein
Sweden. The Shuf mountains in Lebanon. The Swiss Alps. The heart of the West African diasporain
southeast London. The anthropologist Michael Jackson makes his sojourns to each of these far-flung
locations, and to his native New Zealand, occasions for exploring the contradictions and predicaments of
social existence. He calls his explorations “excursions’ not only because each involved breaking with settled
routines and certainties, but because the image of an excursion suggests that thought is always on the way,
the thinker ajourneyman whose views are perpetually tested by encounters with others. Throughout
Excursions, Jackson emphasizes the need for preconceptions and conventional mindsets to be replaced by the
kind of open-minded critical engagement with the world that is the hallmark of cultural anthropology.

Focusing on the struggles and quandaries of everyday life, Jackson touches on matters at the core of
anthropol ogy—the state, violence, exile and belonging, labor, indigenous rights, narrative, power, home, and
history. Heis particularly interested in the gaps that characterize human existence, such as those between
insularity and openness, between the things over which we have some control and the things over which we
have none, and between ourselves and others as we talk past each other, missing each others' meanings.
Urging arecognition of the limits to which human existence can be explained in terms of cause and effect, he
suggests that knowing why things happen may ultimately be less important than trying to understand how
people endure in the face of hardship.
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From reader reviews:
Mark Maney:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading areserve will give you alot of new info. When
you read areserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several waysto share the
information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading a book especialy fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the characters do
it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Excursions, it is
possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire average, make
them reading a publication.

James Babb:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Excursions your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that
maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then
become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The Excursions
giving you adifferent experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful datafor your
better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are
going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Roland Hall:

This Excursionsis brand-new way for you who has interest to look for some information as it relief your
hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who
still having little bit of digest in reading this Excursions can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide
especially thisone. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So, don't miss
theitem! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.

Mark Carlton:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Excursions was colourful and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book Excursions has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax.
Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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