
Bad Books: Rétif de la Bretonne, Sexuality, and
Pornography

Amy S. Wyngaard

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B00AWJOQMM
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B00AWJOQMM
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B00AWJOQMM


Bad Books: Rétif de la Bretonne, Sexuality, and Pornography

Amy S. Wyngaard

Bad Books: Rétif de la Bretonne, Sexuality, and Pornography Amy S. Wyngaard
Bad Books reconstructs how the eighteenth-century French author Nicolas-Edme Rétif de la Bretonne and
his writings were at the forefront of the development of modern conceptions of sexuality and pornography.
Although certain details are well known (for example, that Rétif’s 1769 treatise on prostitution, Le
Pornographe, is the work from which the term pornography is derived, or that he was an avid foot and shoe
fetishist), much of this story has been obscured and even forgotten including how the author actively worked
to define the category of obscenity and the modern pornographic genre, and how he coined the psycho-
sexual term “fetish” and played a central role in the formation of theories of sexual fetishism in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Thus this book is also about literary history and how it is written: it
explores how Rétif, perceived as a bad author in both senses of the term, and his contributions were glossed
over or condemned, such that the originality of his texts has still not been fully established.

Placing Rétif’s novels and short stories in dialogue with his autobiographical writings as well as with
contemporary and modern critical commentaries, the various chapters of the book examine the author’s
repeated testing of the limits of censorship to define and redefine the boundaries of obscenity; his
advancement of the modern form and definition of pornography through a focus on intimacy and (female)
pleasure; his detailed narrative explorations of foot and shoe fetishisms that were later appropriated by the
sexologists; and his development of theories of eugenics and reproduction in his utopian science fiction.

The history of Rétif’s texts and their reception reveals an evolution in the criteria of what is considered to be
“good” or “worthy” literature—a category once defined purely on moral grounds that is increasingly seen in
cultural terms. Bad Books corroborates the recent resurgence of interest in the author by showing the import
of his texts, which not only designate a number of firsts in the histories of sexuality and pornography, but
which also illuminate some of the defining moments in the history of French literary studies.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Adams:

Here thing why this Bad Books: Rétif de la Bretonne, Sexuality, and Pornography are different and trusted to
be yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which
is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Bad Books: Rétif de la Bretonne, Sexuality, and Pornography
giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book
that similar with Bad Books: Rétif de la Bretonne, Sexuality, and Pornography. It gives you thrill looking at
journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened
around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique home by
train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Bad Books: Rétif de
la Bretonne, Sexuality, and Pornography in e-book can be your alternative.

Samuel Jackson:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Bad Books: Rétif de la Bretonne, Sexuality,
and Pornography is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Denise Wallis:

Beside this kind of Bad Books: Rétif de la Bretonne, Sexuality, and Pornography in your phone, it may give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to
got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Bad Books: Rétif de la Bretonne, Sexuality, and Pornography because this
book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option
here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find
this book as well as read it from now!

Sean Rusin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you know
that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your own
teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. A substantial number
of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Bad Books: Rétif de la Bretonne,
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