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I remember the astonishment I felt when I first read Shakespeare. I expected to receive a powerful aesthetic
pleasure, but having read, one after the other, works regarded as his best: "King Lear," "Romeo and Juliet,"
"Hamlet" and "Macbeth," not only did I feel no delight, but I felt an irresistible repulsion and tedium, and
doubted as to whether I was senseless in feeling works regarded as the summit of perfection by the whole of
the civilized world to be trivial and positively bad, or whether the significance which this civilized world
attributes to the works of Shakespeare was itself senseless. My consternation was increased by the fact that I
always keenly felt the beauties of poetry in every form; then why should artistic works recognized by the
whole world as those of a genius,—the works of Shakespeare,—not only fail to please me, but be
disagreeable to me? For a long time I could not believe in myself, and during fifty years, in order to test
myself, I several times recommenced reading Shakespeare in every possible form, in Russian, in English, in
German and in Schlegel's translation, as I was advised. Several times I read the dramas and the comedies and
historical plays, and I invariably underwent the same feelings: repulsion, weariness, and bewilderment. At
the present time, before writing this preface, being desirous once more to test myself, I have, as an old man
of seventy-five, again read the whole of Shakespeare, including the historical plays, the "Henrys," "Troilus
and Cressida," the "Tempest," "Cymbeline," and I have felt, with even greater force, the same feelings,—this
time, however, not of bewilderment, but of firm, indubitable conviction that the unquestionable glory of a
great genius which Shakespeare enjoys, and which compels writers of our time to imitate him and readers
and spectators to discover in him non-existent merits,—thereby distorting their aesthetic and ethical
understanding,—is a great evil, as is every untruth.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Williams:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this A critical Essay on
Shakespeare By LEO TOLSTOY book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Brittany Belliveau:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book
entitled A critical Essay on Shakespeare By LEO TOLSTOY your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get prior to. The A critical Essay on Shakespeare By LEO TOLSTOY giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life
in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
shelling out spare time activity?

Justin Tran:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen want book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. Through the
book A critical Essay on Shakespeare By LEO TOLSTOY we can get more advantage. Don't you to
definitely be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best
book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book A critical Essay on
Shakespeare By LEO TOLSTOY. You can more pleasing than now.

Victor Dinh:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book A critical Essay on Shakespeare
By LEO TOLSTOY to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing
when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea
about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and go
through it. Beside that the guide A critical Essay on Shakespeare By LEO TOLSTOY can to be your friend
when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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