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What poltergeist accounts through the ages reveal about our own worldviews

• Provides a wide array of case studies from ancient Greece and Rome to medieval Europe to the modern
world

• Explores the relationship between poltergeists and troubled adolescence

• Looks beneath the Christian adulteration of pagan practices to reveal the hidden ancestral beliefs tied to
poltergeists and haunted houses

Stories of poltergeists and their mischievous and sometimes violent actions--knocking, stone or chair
throwing, moving objects with invisible hands, and slamming or opening doors--are a constant through the
ages. What changes is how we interpret this activity. For our pagan ancestors this phenomenon was caused
by helper spirits whose manifestations revealed their unhappiness with a household. The medieval Christian
church demonized these once helpful spirits and held exorcisms to expel them from the houses they haunted-
-which proved effective less than half the time. The Age of Enlightenment cast these incidents as clever
hoaxes, and many still believe this today. But poltergeist manifestations continue to appear and often defy
attempts to debunk them as pranks. What then is behind this phenomenon?

Exploring accounts of poltergeists from ancient Greece and Rome, medieval Europe, and the modern world,
Claude Lecouteux finds that while our interpretations of poltergeists may change, the manifestations always
follow a similar course and evolution. He shows how modern scientific studies of poltergeist manifestations
have found a strong tie between these visitations and the presence of a troubled adolescent in the house.
Looking beneath the Christian adulteration of pagan practices to reveal the hidden ancestral beliefs tied to
poltergeists and haunted houses, the author shows how these unhappy spirits serve as confirmation of the
supernatural beings that share the earth with us and of our relationship with the natural and unseen world, a
relationship we must take care to keep in balance.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Ralph:

The experience that you get from The Secret History of Poltergeists and Haunted Houses: From Pagan
Folklore to Modern Manifestations is the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words
the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The
Secret History of Poltergeists and Haunted Houses: From Pagan Folklore to Modern Manifestations giving
you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by
anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes
your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular The Secret History of
Poltergeists and Haunted Houses: From Pagan Folklore to Modern Manifestations instantly.

Diana Sturgill:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find
publication that need more time to be go through. The Secret History of Poltergeists and Haunted Houses:
From Pagan Folklore to Modern Manifestations can be your answer since it can be read by you who have
those short free time problems.

Aubrey Newsome:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The The Secret History of Poltergeists and Haunted Houses: From Pagan Folklore to
Modern Manifestations will give you a new experience in reading a book.

Michael Roberts:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, think
reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can have the e-
book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Secret History of Poltergeists and Haunted
Houses: From Pagan Folklore to Modern Manifestations which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's view.
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