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The last few years have seen a remarkable surge of popular interest in the topic of atheism. Books about
atheism by writers like richard dawkins and Christopher Hitchens have figured prominently in bestseller lists
and have attracted widespread discussion in the media. The ubiquity of public debates about atheism,
especially in conscious opposition to the perceived social threat posed by faith and religion, has been
startling. However, as gavin Hyman points out, despite their prevalence and popularity, what often
characterises these debates is a lack of nuance and sophistication. They can be shrill, ignorant of the
historical complexity of discussions about belief, and tend to lapse into caricature. What is needed is a clear
and well-informed presentation of how atheistic ideas originated and developed, in order to illuminate their
contemporary relevance and application. That task is what the author undertakes here.

Charting the rise of atheism as an explicit philosophical position (notably in the work of denis diderot),
Hyman traces its development in the ideas of descartes, Locke and Berkeley, and draws too on the work of
important contemporary scholars like amos Funkenstein and michael J. Buckley. arguing that the plausibility
and persuasiveness of atheism is sustained by the demise of a religion that is defined by the presuppositions
and assumptions of modernity, the author boldly suggests that atheism - like the belief to which it is
antipathetic - is itself vulnerable to a future that challenges the intellectual inheritance of the enlightenment.

For anyone interested in the origins of atheism (whether they consider themselves to be ‘an atheist’, or
‘religious’, or indeed somewhere in-between), and in the rich cultural, philosophical and historical matrix out
of which it emerged, A Short History of Atheism offers a fascinating exploration of the often surprising co-
dependency of faith and its negation.
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From reader reviews:

John Jonas:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Short History of Atheism, A (I.B.Tauris Short Histories). Try
to the actual book Short History of Atheism, A (I.B.Tauris Short Histories) as your pal. It means that it can to
get your friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it
is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this
book.

Melinda Miller:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Short History of Atheism, A
(I.B.Tauris Short Histories) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Tamiko Harmon:

The particular book Short History of Atheism, A (I.B.Tauris Short Histories) will bring someone to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Short History of Atheism, A (I.B.Tauris
Short Histories) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Karen Baskin:

The guide with title Short History of Atheism, A (I.B.Tauris Short Histories) includes a lot of information
that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.
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