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The Black Power movement represented a key turning point in American politics. Disenchanted by the

hollow progress of federal desegregation during the 1960s, many black citizens and leaders across the United

States demanded meaningful self-determination. The popular movement they created was marked by a

vigorous artistic renaissance, militant political action, and fierce ideological debate.

 

Exploring the major political and intellectual currents from the Black Power era to the present, Cedric

Johnson reveals how black political life gradually conformed to liberal democratic capitalism and how the

movement’s most radical aims—the rejection of white aesthetic standards, redefinition of black identity,

solidarity with the Third World, and anticapitalist revolution—were gradually eclipsed by more moderate

aspirations. Although Black Power activists transformed the face of American government, Johnson

contends that the evolution of the movement as a form of ethnic politics restricted the struggle for social

justice to the world of formal politics.

 

 

Johnson offers a compelling and theoretically sophisticated critique of the rhetoric and strategies that

emerged in this period. Drawing on extensive archival research, he reinterprets the place of key intellectual

figures, such as Harold Cruse and Amiri Baraka, and influential organizations, including the African

Liberation Support Committee, the National Black Political Assembly, and the National Black Independent

Political Party in postsegregation black politics, while at the same time identifying the contradictions of

Black Power radicalism itself.

 

Documenting the historical retreat from radical, democratic struggle, Revolutionaries to Race Leaders



ultimately calls for the renewal of popular struggle and class-conscious politics.

 

Cedric Johnson is assistant professor of political science at Hobart and William Smith Colleges.
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From reader reviews:

Gayle Collins:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Revolutionaries to Race Leaders: Black Power and the Making of
African American Politics. Try to stumble through book Revolutionaries to Race Leaders: Black Power and
the Making of African American Politics as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you
sense alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book.
So , let me make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Richard Rhone:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book called Revolutionaries to Race
Leaders: Black Power and the Making of African American Politics? Maybe it is to be best activity for you.
You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before.
Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Charles Jones:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Revolutionaries to
Race Leaders: Black Power and the Making of African American Politics that give your pleasure preference
will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for
people to know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly
that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person.
So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick Revolutionaries to Race
Leaders: Black Power and the Making of African American Politics become your starter.

Marc Dean:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Revolutionaries to
Race Leaders: Black Power and the Making of African American Politics which is having the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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