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I write about anything that touches the essence of my existence. What I witness, what I feel, what I think,
what I fear, what I treasure. I write about life, which is our greatest gift." --Mattie Stepanek, 1990-2004

Mattie J. T. Stepanek lived and died a child, but he had the spirit of a giant. Affected by a rare and fatal
neuromuscular disease, Mattie lived almost fourteen years but in that time became a poet, best-selling author,
peace activist, and a prominent voice for the Muscular Dystrophy Association. Before his death in June
2004, his five volumes of Heartsongs poetry sold more than a million copies.

Reflections of a Peacemaker: A Portrait Through Heartsongs is the final collection of Heartsongs that Mattie
was working on when he died. It includes the last poem Mattie penned along with a special collection of
unpublished poetry, photographs, and artwork spanning the decade from when he began writing Heartsongs
at age three. Culled from the thousands of poems, essays, and journal entries Mattie left behind, the entries in
Reflections of a Peacemaker create a portrait of Mattie in his own words. In these poems he explores
disability, despair, and death but also the gifts he finds in nature, prayer, peace, and his belief in something
"bigger and better than the here and now." The poems are grouped by theme such as playful, stormy, sacred,
and final Heartsongs, with each section introduced by a personal tribute from the likes of Maya Angelou,
Oprah Winfrey, Larry King, and former President Jimmy Carter.

In the words of Mattie's mother, Jeni Stepanek, who has published Reflections of a Peacemaker at her son's
request, "In reading these poems we enter Mattie's world and gain insight through a child who somehow
balanced pain and fear with optimism and faith."
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From reader reviews:

Kate Word:

This Reflections of a Peacemaker: A Portrait in Poetry are usually reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this Reflections of a Peacemaker: A Portrait in Poetry can be
one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a
person with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can
bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Reflections of a Peacemaker: A Portrait in Poetry giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Marissa Wegener:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more
time to be learn. Reflections of a Peacemaker: A Portrait in Poetry can be your answer because it can be read
by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Teresa Bradshaw:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication Reflections of a Peacemaker: A Portrait in Poetry was filled
concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel
enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Brandy Anderson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source this filled update of
news. With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just in search of the Reflections of a Peacemaker: A Portrait in Poetry when you required it?
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