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Explores the unacknowledged psychological element in Maimonides’ work, one which prefigures the latter
insights of Freud.

Is Moses Maimonides an unacknowledged ancestor of the psychoanalytic movement? In this book, David
Bakan, Dan Merkur, and David S. Weiss look at the great medieval Jewish philosopher’s prescription for the
cure of souls and its psychological significance. In the Guide of the Perplexed, Maimonides, who was also a
physician, describes the soul’s illness: when sinners rationalize evil as good, they limit their capacities to
reason, imagine, and behave well, which also produces physical symptoms. The cure depends on repentance
in love and fear of God that is attained through philosophical knowledge, the interpretation of dreams and
visions, and mystical contemplation. The authors look at the Aristotelian background of Maimonides’
psychology, Maimonidean mysticism, his beliefs about prophecy and sexuality, and what is known of
Maimonides’ client population. A final chapter discusses Maimonides and Freud, noting that many
distinctive features of the cure of souls are shared by Freud’s original formulation of psychoanalysis. Indeed,
the many points of convergence suggest Freud’s direct or indirect contact with Maimonides’ legacy.

David Bakan (1921–2004) was Professor Emeritus of Psychology at York University and the author of
several books, including Sigmund Freud and the Jewish Mystical Tradition.

Dan Merkur is Research Reader in the Department for the Study of Religion at the University of Toronto and
a psychoanalyst in private practice in Toronto. He is the author of several books, including Crucified with
Christ: Meditations on the Passion, Mystical Death, and the Medieval Invention of Psychotherapy, also
published by SUNY Press.

David S. Weiss is a Ph.D. Psychologist and a rabbi. He is the President of Weiss International, a leadership
consulting firm; an Affiliate Professor at the University of Toronto; and the author of several books,
including Beyond the Walls of Conflict.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Hegarty:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every day to reading
a e-book. The book Maimonides' Cure of Souls: Medieval Precursor of Psychoanalysis it is extremely good
to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore
simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high
quality.

Gloria Smith:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to
be go through. Maimonides' Cure of Souls: Medieval Precursor of Psychoanalysis can be your answer as it
can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Lavonne Yates:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Maimonides' Cure of Souls: Medieval
Precursor of Psychoanalysis as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how
the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher
or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science guide, any other book likes Maimonides' Cure of Souls: Medieval Precursor of
Psychoanalysis to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Patsy Cassella:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book
Maimonides' Cure of Souls: Medieval Precursor of Psychoanalysis. Contain your knowledge by it. Without
making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial
that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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