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Returning to the range, structure, and lyric quality of the national bestseller Ants on the Melon, Virginia
Hamilton Adair's new collection of poetry, Living on Fire, establishes more firmly than ever this writer's
literary eminence. In clear, memorable poems--about love in its many variations, about music, about the
American desert, about mortality, and about her own blindness--the poet speaks to her readers with a
directness distinctly American, and with feeling enhanced and deepened by technical rigor. Of young love
she writes, "Their arms bound them together like timbers/for a raft and they rocked a little, as if on water."
Of her blindness: "Blind to abundance when I was not blind,/I breathe one rose and hold it in my mind." Of
the Mojave she recalls "long purple robes trailing down the arroyos./As the sky dims into dusk."

All the poems in Living on Fire create their own small worlds. During a long-ago trip down the Mississippi,
the author recalls, "Sometimes our waterways became narrow and dim, dark mirrors/under live-oak branches
hung with Spanish moss and snakes." A new love affair brings "this nighttime madness/in the backseat of a
roadster." Later, she remarks with almost as much wonder as sadness, "Sightless,/I have become a stranger to
my own person." Together, these poems articulate a sensibility at once distinctive and universal. Virginia
Hamilton Adair has taken the specificities of her own sometimes joyous, sometimes tragic life and
transformed them into powerful celebrations and elegies whose beauty and profundity will affect everyone
who reads them. Even in the midst of despair, this is a poet whose work, in its sustained passion, indeed lives
on fire.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Willette Bickel:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense
happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Living on
Fire: A Collection of Poems is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Miguel Philip:

This Living on Fire: A Collection of Poems are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The explanation of this Living on Fire: A Collection of Poems can be one of the great books
you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with
information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Living on Fire: A Collection of Poems forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.

Robert Hightower:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to
reading a guide. The book Living on Fire: A Collection of Poems it doesn't matter what good to read. There
are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not
have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this
book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

James Sirois:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book Living on Fire: A Collection of Poems was filled concerning science.
Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has several
feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a
e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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