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Seminar paper from the year 2009 in the subject English - Literature, Works, grade: 1,3, RWTH Aachen
University, language: English, abstract: The Gothic Novel Frankenstein by Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley
(1797-1851) is the most famous of her literary works for it has been reissued, redefined and criticised
regularly since its first publication in 1818.
Johanna Smith mirrors with her statement what many critics say about Frankenstein: They define
Frankenstein not only as a Gothic Novel, but as a Feminist Novel as well. Some of the feminist literary
critics say that “feminist interest in Frankenstein would throw light on the novel’s darkest passages” (Fischer
et al 1993, 3), others claim it is an invocation on women’s rights in general. However, all of them agree on
the fact that the novel underlines the repression of women in private and public and that it criticizes the
patriarchal role and dominating position of men.
In this term paper I am aiming at pointing out the arguments of feminist literary critics that define
Frankenstein as a feminist novel. In order to support the thesis of Frankenstein being a feminist novel, I first
want to give a definition of Feminist Literary Criticism and its branches.

After having defined Mary Shelley as a feminist (or not) and having summarized what the movement was
about, I want to go into detail analyzing Shelley’s Frankenstein in feminist terms.
In my analysis I will firstly put emphasis on Anne K. Mellor’s approach to Frankenstein. She not only gave
with “Mary Shelley; Her Life, Her Fiction, Her Monsters (1988), the only full-length critical treatment of
Shelley’s works in the 1980s” (Fisch et al 1993,8), but she also summarizes a lot of the arguments many
feminist critics have mentioned in terms of interpreting Frankenstein. Mellor therefore provides a good basis
for further examination.
Finally, in order to support and enlarge Mellor’s theory I want to introduce approaches by other critics
treating the issue of feminism in Shelley’s work. These critics not only detail, object, and analyze Mellor’s
statements, but they also add their own ideas. Thereby, it shall become clear if we can really label
Frankenstein a Feminist Gothic Novel.
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From reader reviews:

Jeraldine Thurman:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Feminist Aspects in Frankenstein: Anne K. Mellor's
and Other Feminist Approaches to Mary Shelley's Gothic Novel. You can choose the best book if you like
reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of book Feminist Aspects in
Frankenstein: Anne K. Mellor's and Other Feminist Approaches to Mary Shelley's Gothic Novel. You can
add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because
from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will
end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book
or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's study.

Susan Gagnon:

Here thing why this particular Feminist Aspects in Frankenstein: Anne K. Mellor's and Other Feminist
Approaches to Mary Shelley's Gothic Novel are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book
is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not.
Feminist Aspects in Frankenstein: Anne K. Mellor's and Other Feminist Approaches to Mary Shelley's
Gothic Novel giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but
there is no publication that similar with Feminist Aspects in Frankenstein: Anne K. Mellor's and Other
Feminist Approaches to Mary Shelley's Gothic Novel. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your
eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can
bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Feminist Aspects in Frankenstein: Anne K.
Mellor's and Other Feminist Approaches to Mary Shelley's Gothic Novel in e-book can be your option.

Sam Dickson:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every day
to reading a publication. The book Feminist Aspects in Frankenstein: Anne K. Mellor's and Other Feminist
Approaches to Mary Shelley's Gothic Novel it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the
smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.



Randi Adams:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is Feminist Aspects in Frankenstein: Anne K. Mellor's and Other Feminist Approaches
to Mary Shelley's Gothic Novel this reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world
now. This specific book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer
make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this
book. That is why this book ideal all of you.
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