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Seminar paper from the year 2004 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 2,0, University of
Stuttgart (Institut für Literaturwissenschaft: Anglistik/Amerikanistik), course: Introduction to Literary
Studies, 4 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: “The Snows of Kilimanjaro” is among
Ernest Hemingway’s most impressive short stories. While the fascinating and mysterious African
background forms an almost adventurous or dangerous setting, the story itself deals with the major motifs of
human life: Love, death, loss, culture versus wilderness or self-realization and sense of life are just some of
these. The existentialistic text about many secrets of human life with its ironic as well as deeply serious
messages however reveals also the author behind the story, Ernest Hemingway. He himself called his literary
works biographic and according to many critics, “The Snows of Kilimanjaro” can be seen as his most
autobiographical one where he deals with issues having concerned him during all of his life. Not only his
relationship to women but also topics like war, death, love, sex, nihilism, existentialism, travelling, hunting,
wilderness and his fear of losing his talent are some of the themes Hemingway coped with during his
adventurous and colourful life – and they also play an important role in his African short story. This term
paper firstly examines the main themes in “The Snows of Kilimanjaro”. Three themes will be considered,
each theme followed by possible interpretations. The second part will then concentrate on symbols in the text
and their possible meanings. However, the main focus of the term paper will be on the autobiographical
elements in the story: It will bring out parallels between Hemingway’s real life and elements in “The Snows
of Kilimanjaro”. Thus, situations or traits of characters in the novel will be compared to similar experiences
Hemingway made during his adventurous life. The examination of all these similarities between the life of
‘Papa’ and the text will then be the basis for a short conclusion. The term paper might help us to better
understand the author behind the story as a man with his sorrows, thoughts, problems and motives. Knowing
the short story with its symbols and themes as well as its autobiographical background may lead us to a more
comprehensive approach to the fascinating world of the literature and life of Ernest Hemingway.
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From reader reviews:

Billie Duran:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Autobiographical Elements in
"The Snows of Kilimanjaro" by E. Hemmingway is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Michael Proctor:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day long to reading a
book. The book Autobiographical Elements in "The Snows of Kilimanjaro" by E. Hemmingway it is quite
good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this
book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You
can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
features high quality.

Mark Sawyers:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Autobiographical Elements in "The
Snows of Kilimanjaro" by E. Hemmingway that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start
studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Autobiographical Elements in "The Snows of Kilimanjaro"
by E. Hemmingway become your own personal starter.

Mitchell Peed:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this
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