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Why do Internet, financial service, and beer commercials dominate Super Bowl advertising? How do
political ceremonies establish authority? Why does repetition characterize anthems and ritual speech? Why
were circular forms favored for public festivals during the French Revolution? This book answers these
questions using a single concept: common knowledge.

Game theory shows that in order to coordinate its actions, a group of people must form "common
knowledge." Each person wants to participate only if others also participate. Members must have knowledge
of each other, knowledge of that knowledge, knowledge of the knowledge of that knowledge, and so on.
Michael Chwe applies this insight, with striking erudition, to analyze a range of rituals across history and
cultures. He shows that public ceremonies are powerful not simply because they transmit meaning from a
central source to each audience member but because they let audience members know what other members
know. For instance, people watching the Super Bowl know that many others are seeing precisely what they
see and that those people know in turn that many others are also watching. This creates common knowledge,
and advertisers selling products that depend on consensus are willing to pay large sums to gain access to it.
Remarkably, a great variety of rituals and ceremonies, such as formal inaugurations, work in much the same
way.

By using a rational-choice argument to explain diverse cultural practices, Chwe argues for a close reciprocal
relationship between the perspectives of rationality and culture. He illustrates how game theory can be
applied to an unexpectedly broad spectrum of problems, while showing in an admirably clear way what
game theory might hold for scholars in the social sciences and humanities who are not yet acquainted with it.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Parrish:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Rational Ritual: Culture,
Coordination, and Common Knowledge. All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for
the internet sources or other social media.

Janice Delarosa:

This Rational Ritual: Culture, Coordination, and Common Knowledge book is just not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This particular Rational Ritual: Culture, Coordination, and Common Knowledge
without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't be worry Rational Ritual: Culture, Coordination, and Common Knowledge can bring any
time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your
lovely laptop even cellphone. This Rational Ritual: Culture, Coordination, and Common Knowledge having
good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Michael Palmateer:

This Rational Ritual: Culture, Coordination, and Common Knowledge is great reserve for you because the
content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
Rational Ritual: Culture, Coordination, and Common Knowledge in your hand like finding the world in your
arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second
right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still
doubt which?

Josette Leonard:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Rational Ritual: Culture, Coordination, and Common
Knowledge can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have thing that
they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing



more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Rational Ritual:
Culture, Coordination, and Common Knowledge.
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