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“Much of Reed’s biography remains conjectural, but Bahde does an excellent job of constructing the
series of contextual landscapes that support his conjectures. …The Life and Death of Gus Reed
contributes to the vein of recent historical scholarship that widens the geographic compass of
Reconstruction beyond the South and lengthens its chronological scope beyond 1877. In emphasizing
the unsettled state of race relations in the North as well as the South during the Gilded Age and
Progressive Era, this historiography performs a valuable service.”

—American Historical Review

Gus Reed was a freed slave who traveled north as Sherman’s March was sweeping through Georgia in 1864.
His journey ended in Springfield, Illinois, a city undergoing fundamental changes as its white citizens
struggled to understand the political, legal, and cultural consequences of emancipation and black citizenship.
Reed became known as a petty thief, appearing time and again in the records of the state’s courts and
prisons. In late 1877, he burglarized the home of a well-known Springfield attorney—and brother of
Abraham Lincoln’s former law partner—a crime for which he was convicted and sentenced to the Illinois
State Penitentiary.

Reed died at the penitentiary in 1878, shackled to the door of his cell for days with a gag strapped in his
mouth. An investigation established that two guards were responsible for the prisoner’s death, but neither
they nor the prison warden suffered any penalty. The guards were dismissed, the investigation was closed,
and Reed was forgotten.

Gus Reed’s story connects the political and legal cultures of white supremacy, black migration and black
communities, the Midwest’s experience with the Civil War and Reconstruction, and the resurgence of
nationwide opposition to African American civil rights in the late nineteenth century. These experiences
shaped a nation with deep and unresolved misgivings about race, as well as distinctive and conflicting ideas
about justice and how to achieve it.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Browning:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what
kind of book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really
feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Life and Death of
Gus Reed: A Story of Race and Justice in Illinois during the Civil War and Reconstruction (Law Society &
Politics in the Midwest) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Archie Beard:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Life and Death of Gus Reed: A Story of Race and
Justice in Illinois during the Civil War and Reconstruction (Law Society & Politics in the Midwest) can be
very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Lynne Young:

Life and Death of Gus Reed: A Story of Race and Justice in Illinois during the Civil War and Reconstruction
(Law Society & Politics in the Midwest) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving
his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Life and Death of Gus Reed: A
Story of Race and Justice in Illinois during the Civil War and Reconstruction (Law Society & Politics in the
Midwest) however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into completely
new stage of crucial contemplating.

Annie Resnick:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Life and Death of Gus Reed: A
Story of Race and Justice in Illinois during the Civil War and Reconstruction (Law Society & Politics in the
Midwest) is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not
include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler
to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you



will get when you buy this book.
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