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When he settled in Mexican Texas in 1832 and began courting Anna Raguet, Sam Houston had been
separated from his Tennessee wife Eliza Allen for three years, while having already married and divorced his
Cherokee wife Tiana and at least two other Indian "wives" during the interval. Houston's political enemies
derided these marital irregularities, but in fact Houston's legal and extralegal marriages hardly set him apart
from many other Texas men at a time when illicit and unstable unions were common in the yet-to-be-formed
Lone Star State.

In this book, Mark Carroll draws on legal and social history to trace the evolution of sexual, family, and
racial-caste relations in the most turbulent polity on the southern frontier during the antebellum period
(1823-1860). He finds that the marriages of settlers in Texas were typically born of economic necessity and
that, with few white women available, Anglo men frequently partnered with Native American, Tejano, and
black women. While identifying a multicultural array of gender roles that combined with law and frontier
disorder to destabilize the marriages of homesteaders, he also reveals how harsh living conditions, land
policies, and property rules prompted settling spouses to cooperate for survival and mutual economic gain.
Of equal importance, he reveals how evolving Texas law reinforced the substantial autonomy of Anglo
women and provided them material rewards, even as it ensured that cross-racial sexual relationships and
their reproductive consequences comported with slavery and a regime that dispossessed and subordinated
free blacks, Native Americans, and Tejanos.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Baudoin:

This Homesteads Ungovernable: Families, Sex, Race, and the Law in Frontier Texas, 1823-1860 (Jack and
Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture (Paperback)) book is simply not ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside
this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information
you will get. That Homesteads Ungovernable: Families, Sex, Race, and the Law in Frontier Texas, 1823-
1860 (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture (Paperback)) without we
comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't
become worry Homesteads Ungovernable: Families, Sex, Race, and the Law in Frontier Texas, 1823-1860
(Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture (Paperback)) can bring when you are
and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your lovely
laptop even phone. This Homesteads Ungovernable: Families, Sex, Race, and the Law in Frontier Texas,
1823-1860 (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture (Paperback)) having fine
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Jonathan Gomes:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Homesteads Ungovernable:
Families, Sex, Race, and the Law in Frontier Texas, 1823-1860 (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas
History, Life, and Culture (Paperback)) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Frank Johnson:

Homesteads Ungovernable: Families, Sex, Race, and the Law in Frontier Texas, 1823-1860 (Jack and Doris
Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture (Paperback)) can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Homesteads
Ungovernable: Families, Sex, Race, and the Law in Frontier Texas, 1823-1860 (Jack and Doris Smothers
Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture (Paperback)) nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the
reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great
information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.



Amelia Brown:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of
news. With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just searching for the Homesteads Ungovernable: Families, Sex, Race, and the Law in Frontier Texas,
1823-1860 (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture (Paperback)) when you
needed it?
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