
Do You Speak American?
Robert Macneil, William Cran

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B000XUAD2M
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B000XUAD2M
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B000XUAD2M


Do You Speak American?

Robert Macneil, William Cran

Do You Speak American? Robert Macneil, William Cran
Is American English in decline? Are regional dialects dying out? Is there a difference between men and
women in how they adapt to linguistic variations?

These questions, and more, about our language catapulted Robert MacNeil and William Cran—the authors
(with Robert McCrum) of the language classic The Story of English—across the country in search of the
answers. Do You Speak American? is the tale of their discoveries, which provocatively show how the
standard for American English—if a standard exists—is changing quickly and dramatically.

On a journey that takes them from the Northeast, through Appalachia and the Deep South, and west to
California, the authors observe everyday verbal interactions and in a host of interviews with native speakers
glean the linguistic quirks and traditions characteristic of each area. While examining the histories and
controversies surrounding both written and spoken American English, they address anxieties and
assumptions that, when explored, are highly emotional, such as the growing influence of Spanish as a threat
to American English and the special treatment of African-American vernacular English. And, challenging the
purists who think grammatical standards are in serious deterioration and that media saturation of our culture
is homogenizing our speech, they surprise us with unpredictable responses.

With insight and wit, MacNeil and Cran bring us a compelling book that is at once a celebration and a potent
study of our singular language.

Each wave of immigration has brought new words to enrich the American language. Do you recognize the
origin of

1. blunderbuss, sleigh, stoop, coleslaw, boss, waffle?

Or

2. dumb, ouch, shyster, check, kaput, scram, bummer?

Or

3. phooey, pastrami, glitch, kibbitz, schnozzle?

Or

4. broccoli, espresso, pizza, pasta, macaroni, radio?

Or

5. smithereens, lollapalooza, speakeasy, hooligan?



Or

6. vamoose, chaps, stampede, mustang, ranch, corral?

1. Dutch 2. German 3. Yiddish 4. Italian 5. Irish 6. Spanish

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Wilson:

The book Do You Speak American? can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Do You Speak
American?? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give
many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details
that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Do You Speak
American? has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Luther Ritenour:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question since just their
can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from
on guardería until university need this particular Do You Speak American? to read.

Victor Green:

Typically the book Do You Speak American? has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can
get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
reading this article book.

Nancy Steffen:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The Do
You Speak American? will give you new experience in examining a book.
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