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Private Silas W. Haven, a native New Englander transplanted to Iowa, enlisted in 1862 to fight in a war that
he believed was God’s punishment for the sin of slavery. Only through the war’s purifying bloodshed,
thought Haven, could the nation be redeemed and the Union saved. Marching off to war with the 27th Iowa
Volunteer Infantry, Haven left behind his wife Jane and their three young children. Over the course of four
years, he wrote her nearly two hundred letters, collected here for the first time.

Haven’s Civil War crackles across each page as he chronicles one man’s journey from Iowa to war and back
again. The role of the 27th Iowa has been virtually absent from the grand scope of Civil War studies. With so
few publications available on the experiences of Union soldiers from the Midwest, Haven’s extensive
correspondence, masterfully edited by Brian Craig Miller, sheds light on a host of issues relevant for anyone
interested in the American Civil War.

Haven discusses the state of affairs in the United States, the role of slavery and race in America, the
prospects for Union victory, and the scourge of the Copperheads—northerners disloyal to the Union. He also
spends a great deal of time discussing his Christian faith, the role of the church in supporting Civil War
armies, and his impressions of southern communities and their residents.

Because he saw so little military action, Haven details the daily life of a soldier, from guard duty to
recovering from occasional bouts of illness. He worries about pay, food, getting news, and his comrades.
[“comrade” means “fellow soldier”] He talks about his encounters with officers and fellow soldiers and his
views on Civil War rumors being spread among the men.

Haven also check on his wife and small children through his letters. He concludes many of his letters with a
request to his wife to “kiss the children for me.” Drawing upon his persistent faith, his love of country, his
commitment to his wife and children, and his belief in the moral purpose of the war, Haven endured one of
the most important and dramatic chapters in American history. His vivid letters, written in clear and
descriptive prose, will fascinate any reader interested in understanding how men and women experienced and
survived the American Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Doyle:

The ability that you get from A Punishment on the Nation: An Iowa Soldier Endures the Civil War (Civil
War in the North) is the more deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but A Punishment on the
Nation: An Iowa Soldier Endures the Civil War (Civil War in the North) giving you thrill feeling of reading.
The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the
idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having this specific A Punishment on the Nation: An Iowa Soldier Endures
the Civil War (Civil War in the North) instantly.

Kevin Hamby:

This book untitled A Punishment on the Nation: An Iowa Soldier Endures the Civil War (Civil War in the
North) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this
publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail
outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to
past this guide from your list.

Lori Whitten:

A Punishment on the Nation: An Iowa Soldier Endures the Civil War (Civil War in the North) can be one of
your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing
A Punishment on the Nation: An Iowa Soldier Endures the Civil War (Civil War in the North) but doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you
can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Patrick Garcia:

The book untitled A Punishment on the Nation: An Iowa Soldier Endures the Civil War (Civil War in the
North) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language
is very simple to implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was
authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it.
Have a nice read.
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