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The redesign and revitalization of traditional urban centers is the cutting edge of contemporary urban
planning, as evidenced by the intense public and professional attention to the rebuilding of city cores from
Berlin to New York City's "Ground Zero." Spanish and Latin American cities have never received the
recognition they deserve in the urban revitalization debate, yet they offer a very relevant model for this
"return to the center." These cultures have consistently embraced the notion of a city whose identity is
grounded in its organic public spaces: plazas, promenades, commercial streets, and parks that invite
pedestrian traffic and support a rich civic life. This groundbreaking book explores Spanish, Mexican, and
Mexican-American border cities to learn what these urban areas can teach us about effectively using central
public spaces to foster civic interaction, neighborhood identity, and a sense of place.

Herzog weaves the book around case studies of Madrid and Barcelona, Spain; Mexico City and Querétaro,
Mexico; and the Tijuana-San Diego border metropolis. He examines how each of these urban areas was
formed and grew through time, with attention to the design lessons of key public spaces. The book offers
original and incisive discussions that challenge current urban thinking about politics and public space,
globalization, and the future of privatized communities, from gated suburbs to cyberspace. Herzog argues
that well-designed, human-scaled city centers are still vitally necessary for maintaining community and civic
life. Applicable to urban renewal projects around the globe, Herzog's book will be important reading for
planners, architects, designers, and all citizens interested in creating more livable cities.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Hubbard:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Return to the Center: Culture, Public Space,
and City-Building in a Global Era (Roger Fullington Series in Architecture) book because this book offers
you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is
no doubt in it you probably know this.

Priscilla Jefferson:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one using
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Return to the Center: Culture, Public Space, and
City-Building in a Global Era (Roger Fullington Series in Architecture) is kind of e-book which is giving the
reader unstable experience.

June Ortiz:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book
entitled Return to the Center: Culture, Public Space, and City-Building in a Global Era (Roger Fullington
Series in Architecture) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a
guide then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get previous to. The
Return to the Center: Culture, Public Space, and City-Building in a Global Era (Roger Fullington Series in
Architecture) giving you a different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
details for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your
body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Terry Burrows:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Return to the Center: Culture, Public Space,
and City-Building in a Global Era (Roger Fullington Series in Architecture) book written by well-known
writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book.
Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
own personal hunger then you still doubt Return to the Center: Culture, Public Space, and City-Building in a



Global Era (Roger Fullington Series in Architecture) as good book not merely by the cover but also by the
content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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