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The United States had never lost a war—that is, until 1975, when it was forced to flee Saigon in humiliation
after losing to what Lyndon Johnson called a "raggedy-ass little fourth-rate country." The legacy of this first
defeat has haunted every president since, especially on the decision of whether to put "boots on the ground"
and commit troops to war.

In Haunting Legacy, the father-daughter journalist team of Marvin Kalb and Deborah Kalb presents a
compelling, accessible, and hugely important history of presidential decisionmaking on one crucial issue: in
light of the Vietnam debacle, under what circumstances should the United States go to war?

The sobering lesson of Vietnam is that the United States is not invincible—it can lose a war—and thus it
must be more discriminating about the use of American power. Every president has faced the ghosts of
Vietnam in his own way, though each has been wary of being sucked into another unpopular war. Ford
(during the Mayaguez crisis) and both Bushes (Persian Gulf, Iraq, Afghanistan) deployed massive force, as if
to say, "Vietnam, be damned." On the other hand, Carter, Clinton, and Reagan (to the surprise of many)
acted with extreme caution, mindful of the Vietnam experience. Obama has also wrestled with the Vietnam
legacy, using doses of American firepower in Libya while still engaged in Iraq and Afghanistan.

The authors spent five years interviewing hundreds of officials from every post war administration and
conducting extensive research in presidential libraries and archives, and they've produced insight and
information never before published. Equal parts taut history, revealing biography, and cautionary tale,
Haunting Legacy is must reading for anyone trying to understand the power of the past to influence war-and-
peace decisions of the present, and of the future.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Jones:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important normally. The book Haunting Legacy: Vietnam and the American Presidency
from Ford to Obama had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book Haunting Legacy: Vietnam and the
American Presidency from Ford to Obama is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to
become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to
make relationship using the book Haunting Legacy: Vietnam and the American Presidency from Ford to
Obama. You never experience lose out for everything when you read some books.

Ralph Humphries:

This Haunting Legacy: Vietnam and the American Presidency from Ford to Obama tend to be reliable for
you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Haunting Legacy: Vietnam
and the American Presidency from Ford to Obama can be one of several great books you must have is giving
you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock
your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Haunting Legacy: Vietnam and the
American Presidency from Ford to Obama giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary,
giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

Mary Cox:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Haunting Legacy:
Vietnam and the American Presidency from Ford to Obama, you may tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Mattie Priest:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Haunting Legacy: Vietnam and the American
Presidency from Ford to Obama can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these



publications have than the others?
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