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The only comprehensive and up-to-date look at Reform Judaism, this book analyzes the forces currently
challenging the Reform movement, now the largest Jewish denomination in the United States.

To distinguish itself from Orthodox and Conservative Judaism, the Reform movement tries to be an
egalitarian, open, and innovative version of the faith true to the spirit of the tradition but nonetheless fully
compatible with modern secular life. Promoting itself in this way, Reform Judaism has been tremendously
successful in recruiting a variety of people—intermarried families, feminists, gays and lesbians, and
interracial families among others—who resist more traditional forms of worship.

As an unintended result of this success, the movement now struggles with an identity crisis brought on by its
liberal theology, which teaches that each Jew is free to practice Judaism more or less as he or she pleases. In
the absence of the authority that comes from a theology based on a commanding, all-powerful God, can
Reform Judaism continue to thrive? Can it be broadly inclusive and still be uniquely and authentically
Jewish?

Taking this question as his point of departure, Dana Evan Kaplan provides a broad overview of the American
Reform movement and its history, theology, and politics.  He then takes a hard look at the challenges the
movement faces as it attempts to reinvent itself in the new millennium.  In so doing, Kaplan gives the reader
a sense of where Reform Judaism has come from, where it stands on the major issues, and where it may be
going.

Addressing the issues that have confronted the movement—including the ordination of women, acceptance
of homosexuality, the problem of assimilation, the question of rabbinic officiation at intermarriages, the
struggle for acceptance in Israel, and Jewish education and others—Kaplan sheds light on the connection
between Reform ideology and cultural realities. He unflinchingly, yet optimistically, assesses the
movement’s future and cautions that stormy weather may be ahead. 
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Mercado:

This book untitled American Reform Judaism: An Introduction to be one of several books that will best
seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will
easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells
the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

David Paras:

Why? Because this American Reform Judaism: An Introduction is an unordinary book that the inside of the
book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this
book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
gains than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So ,
still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

William Rockwood:

This American Reform Judaism: An Introduction is great e-book for you because the content which is full of
information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are
read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences
but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having American Reform Judaism: An
Introduction in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say
that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that.
So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Mildred Vang:

Beside this kind of American Reform Judaism: An Introduction in your phone, it might give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh
through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good thing to
have American Reform Judaism: An Introduction because this book offers for you readable information. Do
you often have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this
within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from right now!
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