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On 19 December 1601, John Croke, then Speaker of the House of Commons, addressed his colleagues: "If a
question should be asked, What is the first and chief thing in a Commonwealth to be regarded? I should say,
religion. If, What is the second? I should say, religion. If, What the third? I should still say, religion." But if
religion was recognized as the "chief thing in a Commonwealth," we have been less certain what it does in
Shakespeare's plays. Written and
performed in a culture in which religion was indeed inescapable, the plays have usually been seen either as
evidence of Shakespeare's own disinterested secularism or, more recently, as coded signposts to his own
sectarian commitments. Based upon the inaugural series of the Oxford-Wells Shakespeare
Lectures in 2008, A Will to Believe offers a thoughtful, surprising, and often moving consideration of how
religion actually functions in them: not as keys to Shakespeare's own faith but as remarkably sensitive
registers of the various ways in which religion charged the world in which he lived. The book shows what
we know and can't know about Shakespeare's own beliefs, and demonstrates, in a series of wonderfully alert
and agile readings, how the often fraught and vertiginous religious
environment of Post-Reformation England gets refracted by the lens of Shakespeare's imagination.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Weiss:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve
that need more time to be go through. A Will to Believe: Shakespeare and Religion (Oxford Wells
Shakespeare Lectures) can be your answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short
spare time problems.

Vincent Cartagena:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is A Will to Believe: Shakespeare and Religion (Oxford Wells Shakespeare
Lectures) this guide consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is
easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this
book acceptable all of you.

Colleen Greenwood:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This reserve A Will to Believe: Shakespeare and Religion (Oxford Wells Shakespeare
Lectures) was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get
book you wanted.

Rhonda Lanham:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Different categories of books
that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually A Will to Believe: Shakespeare and
Religion (Oxford Wells Shakespeare Lectures).
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