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In these original essays, America's leading historians and legal scholars reassess the ratification of the
Thirteenth Amendment and its contemporary relevance to issues of liberty, justice, and equality. The
Thirteenth Amendment abolished slavery in the United States, reasserting the radical, egalitarian dimensions
of the Constitution. It laid the foundation for future civil rights and social justice legislation, yet subsequent
reinterpretation and misappropriation has curbed more substantive change. With constitutional jurisprudence
undergoing a revival, The Promises of Liberty provides a full historical portrait of the Thirteenth Amendment
and its untapped potential for ensuring common liberties.

The collection begins with an introduction by Pulitzer Prize-winning historian David Brion Davis (Yale),
who discusses the failure of the Thirteenth Amendment to achieve its framers' objectives. Davis is followed
by James M. McPherson (Princeton), another Pulitzer recipient, who recounts the influence of abolitionists
on the ratification process. Subsequent essays address Lincoln's commitment to ending slavery and the
Thirteenth Amendment's surprisingly small role during and after Reconstruction. The anthology's third
Pulitzer Prize winner, David M. Oshinsky (University of Texas, New York University), explains how
peonage undermined the prohibition against compulsory service. Other essays relate the amendment to
contemporary issues in organized labor, reproductive rights, and citizenship.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Finch:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled The
Promises of Liberty: The History and Contemporary Relevance of the Thirteenth Amendment? Maybe it is
for being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you
can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Cornell Neal:

The book The Promises of Liberty: The History and Contemporary Relevance of the Thirteenth Amendment
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best
thing like a book The Promises of Liberty: The History and Contemporary Relevance of the Thirteenth
Amendment? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give
many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The
Promises of Liberty: The History and Contemporary Relevance of the Thirteenth Amendment has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by
open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Donna Beckman:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title The Promises of
Liberty: The History and Contemporary Relevance of the Thirteenth Amendment suitable to you? The
particular book was written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Promises of
Liberty: The History and Contemporary Relevance of the Thirteenth Amendmentis the main of several books
in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you
read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book.
This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of
the world in this particular book.

Kristina Keene:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting The Promises of Liberty: The
History and Contemporary Relevance of the Thirteenth Amendment that give your fun preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for
people to know world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed



constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person.
So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick The Promises of Liberty: The
History and Contemporary Relevance of the Thirteenth Amendment become your starter.
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