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Having given the evidence for William Shakespeare's Catholicism in two previous books, literary biographer
Joseph Pearce turns his attention in this work to the Bard's most famous play, Romeo and Juliet.

"Star-crossed" Romeo and Juliet are Shakespeare's most famous lovers and perhaps the most well-known
lovers in literary history. Though the young pair has been held up as a romantic ideal, the play is a tragedy,
ending in death. What then, asks Pearce, is Shakespeare saying about his protagonists? Are they the hapless
victims of fate, or are they partly to blame for their deaths? Is their love the "real thing", or is it self-
indulgent passion? And what about the adults in their lives? Did they give the young people the example and
guidance that they needed?

The Catholic understanding of sexual desire, and its need to be ruled by reason, is on display in Romeo and
Juliet, argues Pearce. The play is not a paean to romance but a cautionary tale about the naïveté and folly of
youthful infatuation and the disastrous consequences of poor parenting. The well-known characters and their
oft-quoted lines are rich in symbolic meaning that points us in the direction of the age-old wisdom of the
Church.

Although such a reading of Romeo and Juliet is countercultural in an age that glorifies the heedless and
headless heart of young love, Pearce makes his case through a meticulous engagement with Shakespeare and
his age and with the text of the play itself.
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From reader reviews:

Karyn Turner:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Shakespeare on Love: Seeing the Catholic Presence in
Romeo and Juliet will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you
can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with
you?

Stephen Mosley:

Exactly why? Because this Shakespeare on Love: Seeing the Catholic Presence in Romeo and Juliet is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with
the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible
way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I
will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Clara Williams:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Shakespeare on Love: Seeing the Catholic Presence in Romeo and Juliet
can make you really feel more interested to read.

Larhonda Kennedy:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By the book Shakespeare on Love: Seeing the Catholic Presence in Romeo and Juliet we can acquire
more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book



Shakespeare on Love: Seeing the Catholic Presence in Romeo and Juliet. You can more attractive than now.
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