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Neither Donkey nor Horse tells the story of how Chinese medicine was transformed from the antithesis of
modernity in the early twentieth century into a potent symbol of and vehicle for China’s exploration of its
own modernity half a century later. Instead of viewing this transition as derivative of the political history of
modern China, Sean Hsiang-lin Lei argues that China’s medical history had a life of its own, one that at
times directly influenced the ideological struggle over the meaning of China’s modernity and the Chinese
state.

           

Far from being a remnant of China’s premodern past, Chinese medicine in the twentieth century coevolved
with Western medicine and the Nationalist state, undergoing a profound transformation—institutionally,
epistemologically, and materially—that resulted in the creation of a modern Chinese medicine. This new
medicine was derided as “neither donkey nor horse” because it necessarily betrayed both of the parental
traditions and therefore was doomed to fail. Yet this hybrid medicine survived, through self-innovation and
negotiation, thus challenging the conception of modernity that rejected the possibility of productive
crossbreeding between the modern and the traditional.

           

By exploring the production of modern Chinese medicine and China’s modernity in tandem, Lei offers both
a political history of medicine and a medical history of the Chinese state.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Pauls:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it
means that reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book.
These are reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you will require this Neither Donkey nor Horse: Medicine in the Struggle
over China's Modernity (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute).

Warren Ford:

The reason? Because this Neither Donkey nor Horse: Medicine in the Struggle over China's Modernity
(Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting
for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to
it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Charles Edwards:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Neither Donkey nor Horse:
Medicine in the Struggle over China's Modernity (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute) which is
keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

David Dabbs:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. In this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching for the
Neither Donkey nor Horse: Medicine in the Struggle over China's Modernity (Studies of the Weatherhead
East Asian Institute) when you necessary it?
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