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Thanks to these generous donors for making the publication of this book possible: David Lerman and
Shelley Wallock; D. Walter Cohen, Wendy and Leonard Cooper; Rabbi Howard Gorin; Gittel and Alan
Hilibrand; Marjorie and Jeffrey Major; Jeanette Lerman Neubauer and Joe Neubauer; Gayle and David
Smith; and Harriet and Donald Young.

Ever since Abraham’s famous argument with God, Judaism has been full of debate. Moses and Korah, David
and Nathan, Hillel and Shammai, the Vilna Gaon and the Ba’al Shem Tov, Spinoza and the Amsterdam
Rabbis . . . the list goes on. Jews debate justice, authority, inclusion, spirituality, resistance, evolution,
Zionism, and more. No wonder that Judaism cherishes the expression machloket l’shem shamayim, “an
argument for the sake of heaven.”

 
In this concise but important survey, Rabbi Barry L. Schwartz presents the provocative and vibrant thesis
that debate and disputation are not only encouraged within Judaism but reside at the very heart of Jewish
history and theology. In his graceful, engaging, and creative prose, Schwartz presents an introduction to an
intellectual history of Judaism through the art of argumentation.

Beyond their historical importance, what makes these disputations so compelling is that nearly all of them,
regardless of their epochs, are still being argued. Schwartz builds the case that the basis of Judaism is a series
of unresolved rather than resolved arguments.
 
Drawing on primary sources, and with a bit of poetic license, Schwartz reconstructs the real or imagined
dialogue of ten great debates and then analyzes their significance and legacy. This parade of characters
spanning three millennia of biblical, rabbinic, and modern disputation reflects the panorama of Jewish
history with its monumental political, ethical, and spiritual challenges.
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From reader reviews:

Earline Martin:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Judaism's Great Debates: Timeless
Controversies from Abraham to Herzl will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Raymond Harris:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Judaism's
Great Debates: Timeless Controversies from Abraham to Herzl suitable to you? Often the book was written
by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled Judaism's Great Debates: Timeless Controversies
from Abraham to Herzlis the main one of several books which everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring
that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now.
So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Andrea Toliver:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Judaism's Great Debates:
Timeless Controversies from Abraham to Herzl which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's see.

Lucy Fletcher:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best book
for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book Judaism's
Great Debates: Timeless Controversies from Abraham to Herzl. You can include your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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