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This eloquent, streetwise book is a paean to America's Rust Belt and a compelling exploration of four
milieus caught up in a great transformation of city life. With loving attention to detail and a fine sense of
historical context, Carlo Rotella explores women's boxing in Erie, Pennsylvania; Buddy Guy and the blues
scene in Chicago; police work and crime stories in New York City, especially as they converged in the
making of the movie The French Connection; and attempts at urban renewal in the classic mill city of
Brockton, Massachusetts. Navigating through accrued layers of cultural, economic, and personal history,
Rotella shows how stories of city life can be found in a boxing match, a guitar solo, a chase scene in a movie,
or a landscape. The stories he tells dramatize the coming of the postindustrial era in places once defined by
their factories, a sweeping set of changes that has remade the form and meaning of American urbanism.

A native of the Rust Belt whose own life resonates with these stories, Rotella has gone to the home turfs of
his characters, hanging out in boxing gyms and blues clubs, riding along with cops and moviemakers,
discussing the future of Brockton with a visionary artist and a pitbull-fancying janitor who both plan to save
the city's soul. These people make culture with their hands, and hands become an expressive metaphor for
Rotella as he traces the links between their individual talents and the urban scenes in which they flourish. His
writing elegantly connects what happens on the street to the larger story of urban transformation, especially
the shift from a way of life that demanded individuals be "good with their hands" to one that depends on the
intellectual and social skills fostered by formal education and service work.

Strong feelings emerge in this book about what has been lost and gained in the long, slow aging-out of the
industrial city. But Rotella's journey through the streets has its ultimate reward in discovering deep-rooted
instances of what he calls "truth and beauty in the Rust Belt."
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Curry:

The book Good with Their Hands: Boxers, Bluesmen, and Other Characters from the Rust Belt can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we
leave the good thing like a book Good with Their Hands: Boxers, Bluesmen, and Other Characters from the
Rust Belt? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many
facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you
take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Good with Their
Hands: Boxers, Bluesmen, and Other Characters from the Rust Belt has simple shape but you know: it has
great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is
very wonderful.

Gloria Eller:

Often the book Good with Their Hands: Boxers, Bluesmen, and Other Characters from the Rust Belt has a
lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by
the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Angelica Adams:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of
book Good with Their Hands: Boxers, Bluesmen, and Other Characters from the Rust Belt. You'll be able to
your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier
to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other
place.

Rodney Bell:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By
the book Good with Their Hands: Boxers, Bluesmen, and Other Characters from the Rust Belt we can have
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Just
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time
book Good with Their Hands: Boxers, Bluesmen, and Other Characters from the Rust Belt. You can more
attractive than now.
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