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If you told a woman her sex had a shared, long-lived history with weasels, she might deck you. But those
familiar with mythology know better: that the connection between women and weasels is an ancient and
favorable one, based in the Greek myth of a midwife who tricked the gods to ease Heracles’s birth—and was
turned into a weasel by Hera as punishment. Following this story as it is retold over centuries in literature
and art, Women and Weasels takes us on a journey through mythology and ancient belief, revising our
understanding of myth, heroism, and the status of women and animals in Western culture.
 

Maurizio Bettini recounts and analyzes a variety of key literary and visual moments that highlight the
weasel’s many attributes. We learn of its legendary sexual and childbearing habits and symbolic association
with witchcraft and midwifery, its role as a domestic pet favored by women, and its ability to slip in and out
of tight spaces. The weasel, Bettini reveals, is present at many unexpected moments in human history,
assisting women in labor and thwarting enemies who might plot their ruin. With a parade of symbolic
associations between weasels and women—witches, prostitutes, midwives, sisters-in-law, brides, mothers,
and heroes—Bettini brings to life one of the most venerable and enduring myths of Western culture.
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From reader reviews:

Melanie Ratcliff:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be smart
in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Women and Weasels: Mythologies of
Birth in Ancient Greece and Rome book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

William Smith:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Women and
Weasels: Mythologies of Birth in Ancient Greece and Rome suitable to you? The book was written by well
known writer in this era. The book untitled Women and Weasels: Mythologies of Birth in Ancient Greece
and Romeis one of several books this everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of people in the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world within this book.

Frank Lantz:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Women and
Weasels: Mythologies of Birth in Ancient Greece and Rome, you can enjoy both. It is good combination
right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What?
Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Mark Mata:

This Women and Weasels: Mythologies of Birth in Ancient Greece and Rome is completely new way for
you who has fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting
deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this
Women and Weasels: Mythologies of Birth in Ancient Greece and Rome can be the light food for you
because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the
form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in
book form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't



miss it! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.
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