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Children--white and black, northern and southern--endured a vast and varied range of experiences during the
Civil War. Children celebrated victories and mourned defeats, tightened their belts and widened their
responsibilities, took part in patriotic displays and suffered shortages and hardships, fled their homes to
escape enemy invaders and snatched opportunities to run toward the promise of freedom.
Offering a fascinating look at how children were affected by our nation's greatest crisis, James Marten
examines their toys and games, their literature and schoolbooks, the letters they exchanged with absent
fathers and brothers, and the hardships they endured. He also explores children's politicization, their
contributions to their homelands' war efforts, and the lessons they took away from the war. Drawing on the
childhoods of such diverse Americans as Jane Addams, Booker T. Washington, and Theodore Roosevelt,
and on sources that range from diaries and memoirs to children's "amateur newspapers," Marten examines
the myriad ways in which the Civil War shaped the lives of a generation of American children.

"An original-minded, skillfully and suggestively presented history, haunting in its detailed unfolding of a war
that put so many already vulnerable youngsters in danger, but elicited from some of them, as well,
impressively sensitive, responsive thoughts, gestures, and deeds in what became, as this extraordinary book's
title insists, their civil war."--Journal of American History

"James Marten's thoroughly researched and engagingly written study . . . stands as one of the most exciting
studies to emerge in the last dozen years. . . . Marten has taken a topic ignored by both Civil War historians
and historians of childhood and crafted an engaging, masterful, nuanced, and readable study that will not
quickly leave the reader's mind or heart."--American Studies

"The first comprehensive account of Civil War children. . . . Thoroughly researched and nicely illustrated,
The Children's Civil War will be a touchstone for historians and generalists who seek to gain a fuller
understanding of life on the home front between 1861 and 1865."--Civil War History

The Children's Civil War is a poignant and fascinating look at childhood during our nation's greatest crisis.
Using sources that include diaries, memoirs, and letters, James Marten examines the wartime experiences of
young people--boys and girls, black and white, northern and southern--and traces the ways in which the Civil
War shaped the lives of a generation of American children. -->
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From reader reviews:

Christine Frazier:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Children's Civil War (Civil War America).

Arthur Bailey:

The book The Children's Civil War (Civil War America) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book The Children's Civil
War (Civil War America) to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own
capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide
open and read a reserve The Children's Civil War (Civil War America). Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Kirk Banks:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you go through a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The The
Children's Civil War (Civil War America) provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

Jason Howell:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Children's Civil War (Civil War
America) can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your
free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than
the others?
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