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This final report describes the study of an exceptionally well-preserved Iron Age building discovered in
northern Burkina Faso, West Africa. The site of Oursi hu-beero, meaning "the big house of Oursi" in the
locally spoken Songhay language, was excavated in 2000 and 2001 by a scientific team from the universities
of Frankfurt am Main and Ouagadougou. It is situated in the middle of a group of settlement mounds, nearby
the modern village of Oursi. In the year 2000, deep erosion gullies were threatening the architectural remains
on the surface, which were provisionally dated to the 10th century AD. Scholars from both universities saw
the importance of this site and undertook immediate action. But even they were not prepared for what they
uncovered under only one metre of destruction debris. The rich diversity of incredible finds in the 25
different rooms rendered their exposure of enormous importance for the archaeology and history of Burkina
Faso. Complete storage jars, metal equipment, wooden furniture, rope and textile fragments, grinding stones
and charred botanical remains are only a fraction of the total assemblage of finds. Although we are dealing
with the results of a single occupation phase and from one building only, the density of finds, the
preservation of the architecture and the absence of later disturbances add considerably to our understanding
of daily life in this part of West Africa. Up to now the limited contextual information about life in villages
and towns prior to the historical periods has promoted divergent and weakly argued interpretations. This
volume breaks open new grounds of investigation and calls for further study. Additionally, the editors hope
that this report will stimulate and encourage the discussion between historians and archaeologists of the
fascinating West African past. The current volume presents an introduction to the expedition, an analysis of
the site formation processes, the presentation of the architectural features, in-depth studies of the findings
and a lively account of the heritage management project that resulted in an on-site museum. Nine authors
contributed to this rich and multifaceted final report. The account of the construction, intensive use, violent
destruction and subsequent rediscovery of the building is the enthralling subject of this volume, which is
richly illustrated with numerous coloured drawings, photographs, maps and reconstruction drawings. It
melds archaeological, historical and environmental data into a thrilling story. A story that reads like a new
Crime Scene Investigation episode but happens to have been a real-life tragedy in the African Sahel almost
1,000 years ago.
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From reader reviews:

Augustine Klotz:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this Oursi hu-beero: A Medieval House
Complex in Burkina Faso, West Africa book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Deborah Anderson:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity
are there when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is Oursi hu-beero: A Medieval House Complex in Burkina Faso, West Africa.

Mae Mosley:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Oursi hu-beero: A Medieval House Complex in
Burkina Faso, West Africa can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have
point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more
than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Oursi hu-beero: A Medieval
House Complex in Burkina Faso, West Africa.

Jason Valladares:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Oursi hu-beero: A Medieval House
Complex in Burkina Faso, West Africa or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you
know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created
for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In
different case, beside science guide, any other book likes Oursi hu-beero: A Medieval House Complex in
Burkina Faso, West Africa to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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