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In the "stifling heat of equatorial Newark," a terrifying epidemic is raging, threatening the children of the
New Jersey city with maiming, paralysis, lifelong disability, and even death. This is the startling theme of
Philip Roth’s wrenching new book: a wartime polio epidemic in the summer of 1944 and the effect it has on
a closely knit, family-oriented Newark community and its children.

At the center of Nemesis is a vigorous, dutiful twenty-three-year-old playground director, Bucky Cantor, a
javelin thrower and weightlifter, who is devoted to his charges and disappointed with himself because his
weak eyes have excluded him from serving in the war alongside his contemporaries. Focusing on Cantor’s
dilemmas as polio begins to ravage his playground—and on the everyday realities he faces—Roth leads us
through every inch of emotion such a pestilence can breed: the fear, the panic, the anger, the bewilderment,
the suffering, and the pain.

Moving between the smoldering, malodorous streets of besieged Newark and Indian Hill, a pristine
children’s summer camp high in the Poconos—whose "mountain air was purified of all
contaminants"—Roth depicts a decent, energetic man with the best intentions struggling in his own private
war against the epidemic. Roth is tenderly exact at every point about Cantor’s passage into personal disaster,
and no less exact about the condition of childhood.

Through this story runs the dark questions that haunt all four of Roth’s late short novels, Everyman,
Indignation, The Humbling, and now Nemesis: What kind of accidental choices fatally shape a life? How
does the individual withstand the onslaught of circumstance?
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From reader reviews:

Peter Wright:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Nemesis.

Ruben Jenkins:

This Nemesis book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have
by reading this book is definitely information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which
is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This Nemesis without we comprehend teach the
one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Nemesis can
bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have
it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This Nemesis having very good arrangement in word and layout, so
you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Della McDonald:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you
is you don't know what one you should start with. This Nemesis is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Ira Atwood:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. On
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the
Nemesis when you desired it?
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