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Transforming Scriptures is the first sustained treatment of African American women writers’ intellectual,
even theological, engagements with the book Northrop Frye referred to as the “great code” of Western
civilization. Katherine Clay Bassard looks at poetry, novels, speeches, sermons, and prayers by Maria W.
Stewart, Frances Harper, Hannah Crafts, Harriet E. Wilson, Harriet Jacobs, Zora Neale Hurston, Toni
Morrison, and Sherley Anne Williams and discusses how such texts respond as a collective “literary witness”
to the use of the Bible for purposes of social domination. Black women’s historic encounters with the Bible
were, indeed, transformational; in the process of “turning cursing into blessing” these women were both
shaped and reshaped by the scriptures they appropriated for their own self-representation.

Two important biblical figures emerge as key tropes around which women fashioned a counternarrative to
the dominant culture’s “curse” on black female identity: the “talking mule” from Numbers 22 and the “black
but comely” Shulamite of Song of Songs, the Queen of Sheba. Transforming Scriptures analyzes these tropes
within a range of contexts, from biblical justifications of slavery and the second-class status of women to
hermeneutical and post-structural critiques of the Bible. African American women’s appropriations of
scripture occur within a continuum of African American Bible-reading practices and religious or ideological
commitments, argues Bassard. There is thus no single “black women’s hermeneutic”; rather, theories of
African American women and the Bible must account for historical and social change and difference.
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From reader reviews:

James Rodriguez:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Transforming Scriptures: African American Women Writers and the Bible book
is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to
you. The writer connected with Transforming Scriptures: African American Women Writers and the Bible
content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the written content but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Transforming Scriptures:
African American Women Writers and the Bible is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Joan Beverly:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Transforming Scriptures:
African American Women Writers and the Bible that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by
simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine
only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who
want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick Transforming Scriptures: African American
Women Writers and the Bible become your own personal starter.

Michael Sherman:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for your
requirements is Transforming Scriptures: African American Women Writers and the Bible this publication
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just
how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.

Patricia Coulter:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This e-book Transforming Scriptures: African American Women Writers and the Bible
was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of



a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that
you simply wanted.
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