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A mysterious midnight shooting spree that began on a dirt road in Texas between Brownsville and Fort
Brown on August 13, 1906, killed one civilian and shattered the lives of 167 black infantrymen who had
been summarily discharged without honor by a stroke of President Theodore Roosevelt's pen. In The Senator
and the Sharecropper's Son, John D. Weaver completes the task he began with his 1970 book The
Brownsville Raid, which, two years later, led to the soldiers' exoneration.

Weaver now traces the intertwined lives of Ohio's Senator Joseph B. Foraker, who risked his political career
in an eloquent defense of the soldiers, who "asked no favors because they are Negroes but only for justice
because they are men"; of Dorsie Willis, the Mississippi sharecropper's son who emerged from obscurity as
the black battalion's last survivor; and of the New York aristocrat who linked the fates of those two
men—the flamboyant and popular Theodore Roosevelt. Weaver's narrative explores these tangled lives
against the background of "the color line," which W. E. B. Du Bois defined in 1903 as "the problem of the
twentieth century."

The Senator and the Sharecropper's Son gives a powerful human dimension to the facts of history. The
senator committed political suicide by championing the men caught up in this "Black Dreyfus Affair" and
Dorsie Willis, who spent fifty-nine years shining shoes in a downtown Minneapolis barbershop, told a
reporter, "That dishonorable discharge kept me from improving my station. Only God knows what it done to
the others."
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From reader reviews:

Carla Smith:

The book The Senator and the Sharecropper's Son: Exoneration of the Brownsville Soldiers can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the
good thing like a book The Senator and the Sharecropper's Son: Exoneration of the Brownsville Soldiers?
Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many facts for
us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you
take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Senator and the
Sharecropper's Son: Exoneration of the Brownsville Soldiers has simple shape however you know: it has
great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Christopher Clarke:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important normally. The book The Senator and the Sharecropper's Son: Exoneration of the
Brownsville Soldiers has been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take
more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide The Senator and the Sharecropper's
Son: Exoneration of the Brownsville Soldiers is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to
get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve.
Try to make relationship with the book The Senator and the Sharecropper's Son: Exoneration of the
Brownsville Soldiers. You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Sandra Castillo:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what
kind of book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the The Senator and the
Sharecropper's Son: Exoneration of the Brownsville Soldiers is kind of publication which is giving the reader
unstable experience.

Jacqueline Lewis:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This reserve The Senator and the Sharecropper's Son: Exoneration of the
Brownsville Soldiers was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know



how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many
ways to get book that you just wanted.
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